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Greetings, in the name of Christ!

We are pleased and honored to present to you the 2022 Book of Reports. Throughout these pages, 

�`�V�\���^�P�S�S���Ä�U�K���L�]�P�K�L�U�J�L���V�M���[�O�L���
�.�V�V�K�:�;�,�>�H�Y�K�Z�O�P�W���V�M���[�O�L���4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U���*�O�P�J�H�N�V���:�`�U�V�K�����(�Z���J�V�U�N�Y�L�N�H-

tions and ministries across the synod have adjusted to a new normal, we together live into our synod 

�T�P�Z�Z�P�V�U���Z�[�H�[�L�T�L�U�[�!���0�U���1�L�Z�\�Z�»���U�H�T�L�!���7�Y�V�J�S�H�P�T���[�O�L���.�V�Z�W�L�S�����4�H�R�L���+�P�Z�J�P�W�S�L�Z�����+�V���1�\�Z�[�P�J�L��

Look inside to discover many ways in which your ministries across the synod have carefully and 

courageously stewarded resources. As you notice how these ministries travel together in our synod*, 

�U�V�[�P�J�L���H�S�Z�V���O�V�^���^�L���Z�[�L�^�H�Y�K���[�O�L���T�L�Z�Z�H�N�L���V�M���[�O�L���N�V�Z�W�L�S�����,�U�J�V�\�U�[�L�Y���[�O�L���^�H�`�Z���P�U���^�O�P�J�O���[�O�L���W�H�Y�[�U�L�Y�Z�O�P�W��

�I�L�[�^�L�L�U���[�O�L���Z�`�U�V�K���V�]�J�L���H�U�K���T�P�U�P�Z�[�Y�P�L�Z���H�Y�V�\�U�K���[�O�L���Z�`�U�V�K���O�H�Z���L�U�H�I�S�L�K���J�V�U�N�Y�L�N�H�[�P�V�U�Z���[�V���0�U���1�L�Z�\�Z�»��

name: Proclaim the Gospel. We hope that your passion to uncover, live out, and share the mission in 

�`�V�\�Y���V�^�U���T�P�U�P�Z�[�Y�P�L�Z���^�P�S�S���I�L���Y�L�R�P�U�K�S�L�K���H�Z���^�L���J�L�S�L�I�Y�H�[�L���[�O�L���N�V�V�K���U�L�^�Z���H�U�K���
�.�V�V�K�:�;�,�>�H�Y�K�Z�O�P�W���V�M���[�O�L��

�W�H�Z�[���`�L�H�Y���P�U���[�O�L���4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U���*�O�P�J�H�N�V���:�`�U�V�K�����4�H�`���.�V�K���I�S�L�Z�Z���V�\�Y���Z�O�H�Y�L�K���T�P�U�P�Z�[�Y�`���P�U���[�O�L���J�V�T�P�U�N���`�L�H�Y��

as we continue to proclaim the gospel in Jesus’ name.

Bishop Yehiel  Curry 

�)�P�Z�O�V�W�����4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U���*�O�P�J�H�N�V���:�`�U�V�K

Rev. Er in Clausen 

�:�L�J�Y�L�[�H�Y� �̀����4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U���*�O�P�J�H�N�V���:�`�U�V�K

Welcome  

M e t r o p o l i t a n  C h i c a g o  S y n o d

In Jesus’  Name. Proclaim the Gospel  – Make Disciples – Do Just ice.

“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever 

gift each of you has received. Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very 

words of God; whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so 

that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory 

and the power forever and ever. Amen.”

 — 1 Peter 4:10-11
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* the word ‘synod’ comes from a Greek word meaning ‘traveling together’



�§�:�H�S�\�K�V�Z�����L�U���L�S���U�V�T�I�Y�L���K�L���*�Y�P�Z�[�V��

Nos complace y nos honra presentarles el Libro de informes de 2022. A lo largo de estas páginas, 

�L�U�J�V�U�[�Y�H�Y�m���L�]�P�K�L�U�J�P�H���K�L���S�H���
�I�\�L�U�H�H�K�T�P�U�P�Z�[�Y�H�J�P�}�U���K�L�S���:�x�U�V�K�V���4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U�V���K�L���*�O�P�J�H�N�V�����*�V�T�V���J�V�U-

�N�Y�L�N�H�J�P�V�U�L�Z���`���T�P�U�P�Z�[�L�Y�P�V�Z���L�U���[�V�K�V���L�S���Z�x�U�V�K�V���Z�L���O�H�U���H�Q�\�Z�[�H�K�V���H���\�U�H���U�\�L�]�H���U�V�Y�T�H�S�P�K�H�K�����Q�\�U�[�V�Z���]�P�]�P�T�V�Z��

�L�U���U�\�L�Z�[�Y�H���K�L�J�S�H�Y�H�J�P�}�U���K�L���T�P�Z�P�}�U���Z�P�U�V�K�H�S�!���,�U���L�S���U�V�T�I�Y�L���K�L���1�L�Z�‚�Z�!���W�Y�V�J�S�H�T�H�Y���L�S���,�]�H�U�N�L�S�P�V�����O�H�J�L�Y��

�K�P�Z�J�x�W�\�S�V�Z�����O�H�J�L�Y���1�\�Z�[�P�J�P�H��

�4�P�Y�L���O�H�J�P�H���H�K�L�U�[�Y�V���W�H�Y�H���K�L�Z�J�\�I�Y�P�Y���T�\�J�O�H�Z���M�V�Y�T�H�Z���L�U���S�H�Z���X�\�L���Z�\�Z���T�P�U�P�Z�[�L�Y�P�V�Z���L�U���[�V�K�V���L�S���Z�x�U�V�K�V���O�H�U��

�[�L�U�P�K�V���J�\�P�K�H�K�V�Z�H�T�L�U�[�L���`���Y�L�J�\�Y�Z�V�Z���]�H�S�P�L�U�[�L�T�L�U�[�L���H�K�T�P�U�P�Z�[�Y�H�K�V�Z�����(�S���U�V�[�H�Y���J�}�T�V���L�Z�[�V�Z���T�P�U�P�Z�[�L�Y�P�V�Z��

viajan juntos���L�U���U�\�L�Z�[�Y�V���Z�x�U�V�K�V�������V�I�Z�L�Y�]�L���[�H�T�I�P�t�U���J�}�T�V���H�K�T�P�U�P�Z�[�Y�H�T�V�Z���L�S���T�L�U�Z�H�Q�L���K�L�S���L�]�H�U�N�L�S�P�V�����,�U-

�J�\�L�U�[�Y�L���S�H�Z���M�V�Y�T�H�Z���L�U���X�\�L���S�H���H�Z�V�J�P�H�J�P�}�U���L�U�[�Y�L���S�H���V�Ä�J�P�U�H���K�L�S���Z�x�U�V�K�V���`���S�V�Z���T�P�U�P�Z�[�L�Y�P�V�Z���L�U���[�V�Y�U�V���H�S���Z�x�U�V�K�V��

�O�H���W�L�Y�T�P�[�P�K�V���H���S�H�Z���J�V�U�N�Y�L�N�H�J�P�V�U�L�Z���H���,�U���L�S���U�V�T�I�Y�L���K�L���1�L�Z�‚�Z�!���(�U�\�U�J�P�H�Y���L�S���,�]�H�U�N�L�S�P�V�����,�Z�W�L�Y�H�T�V�Z���X�\�L��

�Z�\���W�H�Z�P�}�U���W�V�Y���K�L�Z�J�\�I�Y�P�Y�����]�P�]�P�Y���`���J�V�T�W�H�Y�[�P�Y���S�H���T�P�Z�P�}�U���L�U���Z�\�Z���W�Y�V�W�P�V�Z���T�P�U�P�Z�[�L�Y�P�V�Z���Z�L���Y�L�H�]�P�]�H�Y�m���T�P�L�U�[�Y�H�Z��

�J�L�S�L�I�Y�H�T�V�Z���S�H�Z���I�\�L�U�H�Z���U�\�L�]�H�Z���`���
�I�\�L�U�H�H�K�T�P�U�P�Z�[�Y�H�J�P�}�U���K�L�S���H�|�V���W�H�Z�H�K�V���L�U���L�S���:�x�U�V�K�V���4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U�V��

�K�L���*�O�P�J�H�N�V�����8�\�L���+�P�V�Z���I�L�U�K�P�N�H���H���U�\�L�Z�[�Y�V���T�P�U�P�Z�[�L�Y�P�V���J�V�T�W�H�Y�[�P�K�V���L�U���L�S���W�Y�}�_�P�T�V���H�|�V���T�P�L�U�[�Y�H�Z���J�V�U�[�P�U�\�H-

�T�V�Z���W�Y�V�J�S�H�T�H�U�K�V���L�S���L�]�H�U�N�L�S�P�V���L�U���L�S���U�V�T�I�Y�L���K�L���1�L�Z�‚�Z��

Obispo Yehiel  Curry 

�6�I�P�Z�W�V�����:�x�U�V�K�V���4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U�V���K�L���*�O�P�J�H�N�V

Rev. Er in Clausen 

�:�L�J�Y�L�[�H�Y�P�H�����:�x�U�V�K�V���4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U�V���K�L���*�O�P�J�H�N�V

"Cada uno ponga al servicio de los demás el don que haya recibido, administrando 

fielmente la gracia de Dios en sus diversas formas. El que habla, hágalo como quién 

expresa las palabras mismas de Dios; el que presta algún servicio, hágalo como 

quien tiene el poder de Dios. Así Dios será en todo alabado por medio de Jesucristo, 

a quien sea la gloria y el poder por los siglos de los siglos. Amén. 

—1 Pedro 4:10-11

Bienvenido  

S í n o d o  M e t r o p o l i t a n o  d e  C h i c a g o

En el  nombre de Jesús: Proclamar el  Evangel io -  Hacer Discípulos -  Hacer Just ic ia.
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God's work. Our hands.
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�#�����'�)�����,�$�+���$���#�,�����%�6���;���%���*�%�/���$�,���.�%�<���=�5���!�%�.���$���$���������.���)�*�%�<���=�7���4�������$�%���*�%�/�����#�'�%�)�+���$�+�����'���)�����"����
�����"���*�����3�;�����������)���*�'�,���*�+�����*�����#�'�)�������*���"�����#���*�#���6���;���,�$�����������*���*�����%���#���*�����#�'�%�)�+���$�+���7��
��
���,���$���%���$�%�*�����%�#�'�)�%�#���+���#�%�*�����%�$���$�,���*�+�)�����$�,���.�����#���+���5���������$�+�����������#�%�*���$�,���*�+�)�%���'�)�%�'�&�*���+�%�����%�#�%��
�8�����+���.���)�����������������,�$�%���������$�%�*�%�+�)�%�*���'���)�����(�,�����#���*���'���)�*�%�$���*�����%�$�%�0�����$�����"�������#���$�%���������	���*�-�*���/��
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God's work. Our hands.
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Like good stewards of the 

manifold grace of God, serve 

one another with whatever 

gift each of you has received. 

— 1 Peter 4:10
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Bishop’s Report
B I S H O P  Y E H I E L  C U R R Y

�;�O�P�Z���P�Z���H���[�P�T�L���S�V�U�N���H�^�H�P�[�L�K�!���:�`�U�V�K���(�Z�Z�L�T�I�S�`��

2022. Two years ago, at the onset of the pan-

demic, our plans to gather for our first assembly 

as a newly formed synod staff were disrupted, 

like so many other things. Last year, still living in 

uncertain times, we assembled online. Finally, this 

year, we are in-person.

I am also mindful that synod assembly is more 

than just the “business” of the synod. Yes, we 

receive reports, we debate resolutions, we elect 

leaders. And: In all of that, we celebrate the 

work of God in and among us – where we have 

been, where we are, and where we are being led 

forward. Our assembly is grounded in the mission 

of our synod.

Last year, we immersed ourselves in 1 Peter 4:10: “Like good stewards of the manifold grace of 

God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you have received.” Centered in our theme, 

�¸�.�V�V�K���:�[�L�^�H�Y�K�Z���¹���J�V�\�U�[�S�L�Z�Z���Z�\�Y�W�Y�P�Z�P�U�N�����J�Y�L�H�[�P�]�L�����H�U�K���S�P�M�L���N�P�]�P�U�N���T�P�Z�Z�P�V�U���T�V�T�L�U�[�Z���P�U���J�V�U�N�Y�L�N�H�[�P�V�U�Z��

throughout the synod were affirmed and celebrated for their faithfulness and innovation. These sto-

�Y�P�L�Z���V�M���.�V�K���H�[���^�V�Y�R���H�Y�L���
�.�V�V�K�:�[�L�^���P�U�K�L�L�K���¶���H�U�K���[�O�L�Y�L���H�Y�L���Z�[�P�S�S��more stories to be told.

�
�.�V�V�K�:�[�L�^���P�Z���T�V�Y�L���[�O�H�U���Q�\�Z�[���H���[�O�L�T�L���V�Y���[�H�N�S�P�U�L�����0�[�»�Z���H��beginning. As we learn from the past three 

years and lean into the future, we are invited to dwell in the words of our synod’s mission statement: 

“We are Christ’s body in the world called to proclaim the gospel, make disciples, and do justice, in 

Jesus’ name.” This year’s theme considers the first part: “Proclaim the Gospel.”

This bishop’s report is going to be interactive – because the very act of proclaiming the gos -

pel is interactive. 

In the first three gospels, the word for “proclaim” – to preach or confess – and its synonym “evange-

lize” – to announce good news – are used over thirty times. This should grab our attention! Before 

there was Jesus, John the Baptist proclaims the good news that the reign of God is near. As Jesus 

arrives on the scene, he continues that proclamation of the reign of God. 
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�)�\�[���P�[���K�V�L�Z�U�»�[���L�U�K���[�O�L�Y�L�����0�U���[�O�L���M�P�Y�Z�[���J�O�H�W�[�L�Y���V�M���4�H�Y�R�����H���S�L�W�L�Y���W�Y�V�J�S�H�P�T�Z���O�V�^���1�L�Z�\�Z���O�L�H�S�L�K���[�O�L�T�����;�O�P�Z��

healed person who has received good news for themself now in turn shares the good news of a Je-

sus moment with anyone who will listen. For this healed leper, the good news has become decidedly 

interactive as they get swept up in the movement of the reign of God.

That story strikes me in particular precisely because it is not John the Baptist, not Jesus, but 

an ordinary person with an extraordinary Jesus story who is doing the proclaiming. We all  

have good news to share – stories of Jesus moments to proclaim.

�0�U���H���O�V�T�P�S�`���M�Y�V�T���5�V�]�L�T�I�L�Y����� ���������:�[�����Ô�Z�J�H�Y���9�V�T�L�Y�V�����[�O�L�U���(�Y�J�O�I�P�Z�O�V�W���V�M���:�H�U���:�H�S�]�H�K�V�Y�����W�\�[�Z���P�[���[�O�P�Z���^�H�`�!��

“How beautiful will be the day when all the baptized understand that their work, their job, is a priestly 

work, that just as I celebrate Mass at this altar, so each carpenter celebrates Mass at his work-

bench, and each metalworker, each professional, each doctor with the scalpel, the market woman at 

her stand, is performing a priestly office! How many cabdrivers, I know, listen to this message there 

in their cabs; you are a priest at the wheel, my friend, if you work with honesty, consecrating that 

taxi of yours to God, bearing a message of peace and love to the passengers who ride in your cab.”

“Proclaiming the gospel” is not just something that happens for 10-15 minutes in a pulpit on a 

Sunday morning. It is embedded in our daily lives – in our work, in our play, in our relationships, 

in the valley lows and on the mountain peaks. Proclaiming the gospel is interactive because it is 

concerned with the activity of all God’s people – in every time and in every place.

Friends in Christ, what good news do you have to proclaim? What Jesus moment has pulled 

you into this movement?

C O N T I N U E D . . .  
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Together, as the people of God in the 

Metropolitan Chicago Synod of the ELCA, 

let us always seek new and creative ways 

to proclaim the gospel, in Jesus’ name. S
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B I S H O P ' S  R E P O R T  C O N T I N U E D . . .

In our daily work as a synod, I have witnessed that good news permeate the portfolios of our dedicated 

�Z�[�H�\�����3�P�Z�[�L�U���[�V���^�O�H�[���[�O�L�`���O�H�]�L���[�V���Z�H�`���P�U���[�O�L�P�Y���V�^�U���^�V�Y�K�Z�!

Tom Anderson

Business Manager

“The business of the synod remains vibrant. We are blessed with the generosity of our congregations 

through their mission support, while always striving to be a blessing for congregations in need. We 

ended the year with a slight cash surplus, thanks in part to the unusually strong market performance 

of our investment and real estate portfolio. Just as with many congregations, we too are challenged 

every year to find ways to balance the operating budget. At the same time, we continue  o manage 

expenses, finding creative ways to expand the reach of our staff within existing budget parameters. 

Apart from the operating budget, grant disbursements have been quite extensive. Utilizing undis-

tributed earnings in the Ministry from the Margins endowment, we have been able to distribute over 

$500,000 in COVID-related support grants, benefiting over 120 congregations. Combined with our 

other regular grants and mission funding, clearly the work of the synod had an extraordinary impact 

on congregations this past year.” 

Rev. Josh Evans (he/they)

Director of Communications

“From Instagram posts to the Metro Word, I get to help with the holy work of telling the story of the 

Church (capital C) and of the church (lowercase c). The synod is where those stories of the larger 

Church and of our many churches (congregations) intersect, and I am often privileged to be among the 

�Ä�Y�Z�[���[�V���O�L�H�Y���[�O�V�Z�L���Z�[�V�Y�P�L�Z���^�O�L�U���0���V�W�L�U���\�W���T�`���L�T�H�P�S���[�V���Y�L�H�K���T�L�Z�Z�H�N�L�Z���M�Y�V�T���V�\�Y���S�H�`���S�L�H�K�L�Y�Z�����K�L�H�J�V�U�Z����

and pastors who are excited to share what is happening in their contexts. Telling the story of Christ’s 

church is exciting and holy work because it is telling the story of what God is up to and how God is still 

acting in the world, in our communities, and in our lives, and why the gospel is still relevant.”

Heather Haynes (she/her)

Executive Assistant to the Bishop

“My role as facilitator of the Fund for Mission and Ministry from the Margins has been especially 

rewarding. This is the first cycle of the Fund for Mission grant that saw more applications than funds 

and the first time we have exhausted all available funding. Working with Mike Ward, we also com-

pleted a stewardship cohort with six congregations, and we look forward to hearing how those 
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efforts went for each congregation this past fall, as well as working with Mike to host a future cohort 

for our Latinx ministries in Spanish. Lastly, but definitely not least, it has been exciting to see con-

gregations maintain and exceed benevolence during the pandemic, including some congregations 

who were in a position to be able to give for the first time. All of your combined generosity allows the 

synod to show an increase in benevolence for the year, which enables us to have a greater impact 

on the communities we serve in Jesus’s name.”

Gaby Valladolid

Office Manager/Photographer/Videographer

“During these unprecedented times, it is important to be out in the field, photographing and docu-

menting good stewardship moments in our Lutheran communities. Storytelling is essential. It helps 

us feel connected and inspired, and it promotes partnership and collaboration. I am eager for this 

work to continue and to be able to use my gifts to build relationships and, most importantly, to shine 

light on our congregations and their communities. Of particular note, I’ve had the opportunity to 

witness our synod’s deaf ministry evolve, and it’s been lovely! Nathan Zastoupil, co-chair of the deaf 

ministry, taught his second round of ASL classes in April 2022. With the help of our communica-

tions team, we’ve been able to add more resources on our website, which our deaf community (and 

others) can now access. We will continue to work together and bring new ideas to more fully include 

our deaf and hard of hearing brothers, sisters, and siblings in the life of our synod and church. Last-

ly, I encourage you to stay connected! Please continue to help me to brainstorm new ideas to bring 

‘community’ through photos and video.”

Rev. Robert Biekman (he/him)

Associate to the Bishop and Director for Evangelical Mission

“In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, we have begun to rethink traditional mission development 

models: 1) A New Mission process is being piloted, using a ‘launch team’ approach designed to 

engage persons with a missional heart for people, have an entrepreneurial spirit, and/or just ready to 

start something new. 2) A Mission Developer/First Call Pastor Community of Practice (CoP) launched 

an 8-month cohort on March 31, 2022 with 16 participants. Our goal is to connect and equip new 

clergy to identify and activate the gifts of their congregation and be prophetic leaders in their com-

munities. 3) I am excited about the continued growth and transformational ministry of our Synodically 

Authorized Worshiping Communities (SAWCs), particularly Chosen Bethel Family Ministries, an Afri-

can descent community in Englewood (Chicago) and Mision Unidad, a Latinx community in Berwyn.”

C O N T I N U E D . . .   
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Rev. Dr. Wyvetta Bullock (she/her)

Associate to the Bishop

“We are very much looking forward to gathering our synod’s rostered ministers on October 11-12, 

2022, at The Abbey in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, for a time of worship, learning, fellowship, and 

renewal. In my work, we are also focusing on two important and unique populations among our 

rostered ministers. First, we continue to train more and more folks for interim ministry. Currently, we 

have six trained interim ministers, with three more in process, and a goal to have a total of twelve by 

the end of this calendar year, equipping us to better address the needs within our synod. Second, 

we look forward to engaging more intentionally with our retirees at a luncheon later this fall, where 

we can celebrate them and thank them for their ministry. There are also several transitions occurring 

in the Southwest Conference, where faithful leaders are retiring and congregations are discerning 

new ministry opportunities. I am enjoying getting to know these congregations and their leaders, as 

we walk alongside them into the future of this church.”

Rev. Josh Ebener (he/him)

Latinx Strategy Coordinator

“Meeting monthly, both on Zoom and in-person, the Latinx Strategy continues to bring together our 

various Latinx congregations and ministries in the Metropolitan Chicago Synod for mutual support 

and shared strategy. Over the last year, we have focused on a few noteworthy collaborative ven-

tures. One of them was a Vaccine Access Project, offering stipends to five of our congregational 

leaders who worked to raise awareness about the vaccine and assist hundreds of people in our con-

gregations and communities in getting an appointment to be vaccinated, providing translation, and 

navigating the complexities of the healthcare system. We have also been collaborating in the area of 

youth ministry with nearly 60 youth and adults from our various Latinx congregations participating 

in a Latinx Youth Encuentro. We also collaborated on a video celebrating Latinx Heritage featuring 

Latinx songs, worship, food, and dancing from our diverse MCS Latinx congregations.”

"It is a joy to be part of this life-giving 

work of learning to belong to one 

another, do justice, and love mercy.”

—Rev. Sunitha Mortha 
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Rev. Dr. Wyvetta Bullock (she/her)

Associate to the Bishop

“We are very much looking forward to gathering our synod’s rostered ministers on October 11-12, 

2022, at The Abbey in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, for a time of worship, learning, fellowship, and 

renewal. In my work, we are also focusing on two important and unique populations among our 

rostered ministers. First, we continue to train more and more folks for interim ministry. Currently, we 

have six trained interim ministers, with three more in process, and a goal to have a total of twelve by 

the end of this calendar year, equipping us to better address the needs within our synod. Second, 

we look forward to engaging more intentionally with our retirees at a luncheon later this fall, where 

we can celebrate them and thank them for their ministry. There are also several transitions occurring 

in the Southwest Conference, where faithful leaders are retiring and congregations are discerning 

new ministry opportunities. I am enjoying getting to know these congregations and their leaders, as 

we walk alongside them into the future of this church.”

Rev. Josh Ebener (he/him)

Latinx Strategy Coordinator

“Meeting monthly, both on Zoom and in-person, the Latinx Strategy continues to bring together our 

various Latinx congregations and ministries in the Metropolitan Chicago Synod for mutual support 

and shared strategy. Over the last year, we have focused on a few noteworthy collaborative ven-

tures. One of them was a Vaccine Access Project, offering stipends to five of our congregational 

leaders who worked to raise awareness about the vaccine and assist hundreds of people in our con-

gregations and communities in getting an appointment to be vaccinated, providing translation, and 

navigating the complexities of the healthcare system. We have also been collaborating in the area of 

youth ministry with nearly 60 youth and adults from our various Latinx congregations participating 

in a Latinx Youth Encuentro. We also collaborated on a video celebrating Latinx Heritage featuring 

Latinx songs, worship, food, and dancing from our diverse MCS Latinx congregations.”

C O N T I N U E D . . .  

We all have good news to share – stories of 

Jesus moments to proclaim.
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Rev. Anna Ernst (she/her)

Youth Ministry Leaders Network Coordinator

“Our youth faced immense disappointment after the 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering was canceled. 

Despite this disappointment, however, we were able to hold our Ultimate

Overnight Lock-in at Enchanted Castle earlier this spring for the first time in two years. Youth from 

around the synod got to come together in a safe space and just have a good time eating pizza, get-

�[�P�U�N���[�V���Z�L�L���L�H�J�O���V�[�O�L�Y�����H�U�K���W�S�H�`�P�U�N���N�H�T�L�Z���[�V�N�L�[�O�L�Y�����6�\�Y���`�V�\�[�O���M�L�L�S���.�V�K���Z���S�V�]�L���M�V�Y���[�O�L�T���[�O�Y�V�\�N�O���[�O�L�P�Y��

churches and youth leaders who come together to help them have fun, especially after some difficult 

times. Our youth leaders also love meeting monthly to brainstorm, work collaboratively, and sup-

port each other. We are looking forward to a winter retreat for grades 6-12, January 20-22, 2023, 

and a Metro Chicago youth gathering in the summer of 2023, with monthly meetings continuing in 

2022-23, and hopefully planning additional events for our youth as well. I am grateful for the addi-

tional synod resources directed towards youth and young adult ministry and to work with such great 

teams of synod staff and youth ministry leaders. Many members, one body!”

Rev. Sunitha Mortha (she/her)

Associate to the Bishop and Director of Diversity, Inclusion, and Belonging

“As Director of Diversity, Inclusion, and Belonging, I’ve started to convene the leaders and teams 

that are passionate about the good and hard gospel work of inclusion. Under the umbrella of the 

DIBs work so far, we have 1) launched an Allyship Network, 2) launched the Asian Ministry Network, 

3) developed theological underpinnings with Dr. Linda Thomas, and 4) piloted learning modules with 

the West and Central Conferences, as well as first call clergy and mission developers. This com-

ing fall, we will have online learning modules for congregational leaders. It is a joy to be part of this 

life-giving work of learning to belong to one another, do justice, and love mercy.”

"Thanks be to God for the diverse gifts of these 

leaders who are already beginning the journey of 

walking alongside the diverse people of God!”

—Rev. Kyle Severson
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Rev. Kathy Nolte (she/her)

Associate to the Bishop

“Working with congregations in transition has been a privilege. I have celebrated the work of the 

Holy Spirit in congregations, even as they ceased as a worshiping community and released their 

assets towards new ministry. We processed grief and next steps in people’s spiritual journey, while 

sifting through boxes of archives. The new Congregations in Transition manual will further enhance 

the process of accompanying congregations in a holistic discernment between a variety of pathways 

named Continuation, Community, and Closure.”

Rev. Kyle Severson (he/him)

Associate to the Bishop and Director of Candidacy and Mobility

“In the areas of candidacy, first call, and mobility, we have been intentionally working to build sys-

tems that allow for more connection and accompaniment, and respond to the real leadership needs 

of our congregations. According to a recent report, our synod has the highest number of candi-

dates, second only to a synod spanning four states – not four counties. We currently have approxi-

mately 60 candidates in formation to be pastors or deacons and are in conversation with nearly 20 

others who are discerning a call to ministry.

We are also grateful that our candidates better reflect our hopes for this church: We have the 10 

candidates of African Descent – the highest in the ELCA. We have 6 Latinx candidates, and 1 South 

Asian candidate. We have 14 candidates who publicly identify as LGBTQIA+. Thanks be to God for 

the diverse gifts of these leaders who are already beginning the journey of walking alongside the 

diverse people of God!”

I am grateful for the work of each of these leaders – and for you – who let their lives proclaim the 

gospel. This is interactive work, and this is collaborative work. Together, as the people of God in the 

�4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U���*�O�P�J�H�N�V���:�`�U�V�K���V�M���[�O�L���,�3�*�(�����S�L�[���\�Z���H�S�^�H�`�Z���Z�L�L�R���U�L�^���H�U�K���J�Y�L�H�[�P�]�L���^�H�`�Z���[�V���W�Y�V�J�S�H�P�T���[�O�L��

gospel, in Jesus’ name. Thanks be to God.

Bishop Yehiel  Curry 

�4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U���*�O�P�J�H�N�V���:�`�U�V�K
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Vice President’s Report
T E R R Y  H E N D E R S O N

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 

stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. Grace to you and peace from God, our 

Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.”

 — 1 Peter 4:10

�.�Y�H�J�L���[�V���`�V�\�����H�U�K���W�L�H�J�L�����M�Y�V�T���.�V�K���V�\�Y���-�H�[�O�L�Y���H�U�K���V�\�Y���3�V�Y�K���H�U�K���:�H�]�P�V�Y���1�L�Z�\�Z���*�O�Y�P�Z�[��

Well, we are in year two of the Covid pandemic, that seems to like hanging around. I don’t think any 

of us thought that we would still be talking about the pandemic. It’s supposed to be in our rear view 

mirrors. Though we have made, significant progress, we continue to use protocols as we re-enter 

our church buildings. Yes, the challenges are many. Yet, we as faithful stewards of Christ, contin-

ue to serve, reaching out to those less fortunate as ourselves. We are blessed to serve a God who 

continues to touch our hearts, to love and give our time, talents and monetary gifts to those in need. 

�4�H�U�`���J�V�U�N�Y�L�N�H�[�P�V�U�Z���\�Z�L���H���O�`�I�Y�P�K���^�V�Y�Z�O�P�W���Z�L�Y�]�P�J�L�����N�P�]�P�U�N���[�O�L���V�W�W�V�Y�[�\�U�P�[�`���M�V�Y���[�O�V�Z�L���^�O�V���H�Y�L���\�U�J�V�T-

fortable or unable to attend in person worship, allowing them to receive the Gospel each week. 

�;�O�H�U�R���`�V�\�����)�P�Z�O�V�W���*�\�Y�Y�`���H�U�K���:�`�U�V�K���:�[�H�M�M�����M�V�Y���`�V�\�Y���K�L�K�P�J�H�[�P�V�U�����S�V�]�L�����H�U�K���Z�L�Y�]�P�J�L���[�V���[�O�L���4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U��

�*�O�P�J�H�N�V���:�`�U�V�K����

�;�O�H�U�R���`�V�\���[�V���[�O�L���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S�����M�V�Y���`�V�\�Y���M�H�P�[�O�M�\�S�U�L�Z�Z�����Z�L�Y�]�P�J�L�����P�U�Z�P�N�O�[�Z�����J�V�T�T�P�[�T�L�U�[���P�U���Z�L�Y�]�P�U�N���V�\�Y��

�:�`�U�V�K�����0���S�V�V�R���M�V�Y�^�H�Y�K���[�V���H���[�P�T�L���^�O�L�U���V�\�Y���T�L�L�[�P�U�N�Z���H�Y�L���P�U���W�L�Y�Z�V�U���H�U�K���U�V�[���H���a�V�V�T���J�H�S�S����

“Always be joyful. Never stop praying. Whatever happens, give thanks, because it is God’s will 

in Christ Jesus that you do this.”

— 1 Thessalonians 5 : 16-18 

�9�L�Z�W�L�J�[�M�\�S�S�`���:�\�I�T�P�[�[�L�K��

Terr y Henderson 

�=�P�J�L���7�Y�L�Z�P�K�L�U�[�����4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U���*�O�P�J�H�N�V���:�`�U�V�K



We are blessed to serve a God 

who continues to touch our 

hearts, to love and give our 

time, talents and monetary gifts 

to those in need. 
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Secretary’s Report
R E V.  E R I N  C L A U S E N

Recently, my spouse bought a new cell phone 

for me and was going through the process of 

transferring and deleting everything on the ‘old’ 

phone. The following conversation ensued:

“What else needs to be transferred?”

“I don’t have data that I need.”

“What data do you need?”

“I don’t have data that I need.”

(frustrated now) “I understand that. What data 

don’t you have?”

…

“There is no data on that phone that I need.”

“Oh. That’s not what you said the first time.”

�*�V�U�]�L�Y�Z�H�[�P�V�U�Z���S�P�R�L���[�O�L�Z�L���I�L�J�V�T�L���X�\�P�J�R�����M�Y�\�Z�[�Y�H�[�P�U�N�����Y�L�T�P�U�K�L�Y�Z���[�O�H�[���[�O�L���^�V�Y�K�Z���^�L���\�Z�L���¶���H�U�K���[�O�L���V�Y-

der in which we use them – do not always communicate as effectively as we think they do. Often-

times, the more confident we feel in what we say, the less likely we are to communicate effectively. 

�;�O�L���T�V�Y�L���W�L�V�W�S�L���P�U�]�V�S�]�L�K���P�U���Z�\�J�O���H���J�V�U�]�L�Y�Z�H�[�P�V�U���J�H�U���X�\�P�J�R�S�`���K�L�]�V�S�]�L���P�U�[�V���J�O�H�V�Z�����P�Y�Y�P�[�H�[�P�V�U�����H�U�K��

frustration.

Unfortunately, the same can happen in congregations and synods. We gather for the purposes of 

�I�L�P�U�N���
�.�V�V�K�:�[�L�^���¶���J�V�T�T�\�U�P�[�P�L�Z���P�U�[�L�U�K�L�K���[�V���^�V�Y�Z�O�P�W���.�V�K���[�O�Y�V�\�N�O���>�V�Y�K���H�U�K���H�J�[�P�V�U�����>�L���Z�O�H�Y�L���V�\�Y��

common purpose through our governing documents – constitution, bylaws, and continuing reso-

�S�\�[�P�V�U�Z�����;�O�L�Z�L���K�V�J�\�T�L�U�[�Z���O�L�S�W���[�V���W�Y�V�]�P�K�L���J�S�H�Y�P�[�`���H�J�Y�V�Z�Z���[�O�L���[�O�Y�L�L���L�_�W�Y�L�Z�Z�P�V�U�Z���V�M���[�O�L���,�]�H�U�N�L�S�P�J�H�S��

Lutheran Church in America – congregations, synods, and the national churchwide unit. Through our 

�J�V�U�Z�[�P�[�\�[�P�V�U�Z�����L�H�J�O���V�M���[�O�L�Z�L���L�_�W�Y�L�Z�Z�P�V�U�Z���Z�O�H�Y�L���J�L�Y�[�H�P�U���H�Y�[�P�J�S�L�Z���V�M���M�H�P�[�O�����>�L���Z�O�H�Y�L���H�U���\�U�K�L�Y�Z�[�H�U�K�P�U�N��

�V�M���[�O�L���P�U�[�L�Y�K�L�W�L�U�K�L�U�J�`���V�M���[�O�L���[�O�Y�L�L���L�_�W�Y�L�Z�Z�P�V�U�Z���V�M���[�O�L���J�O�\�Y�J�O�����(�[���[�O�L���Z�H�T�L���[�P�T�L�����^�L���Y�L�J�V�N�U�P�a�L���[�O�H�[��

God gifts each congregation and synod in their own ways, and our governing documents reflect this 

diversity. These governing documents – at the congregational, synodical, and churchwide levels – 

are covenants between members of this church. They are sacred and holy promises that define how 

we will be church together. As such, we understand that stewarding these documents reflects a holy 

calling to uphold our promises to the members of our congregations and the larger church. Thus, as 

we engage in ministry together, we sometimes discover that we could communicate better. 



�;�V���[�O�P�Z���L�U�K�����H�[���[�O�P�Z���`�L�H�Y�»�Z���:�`�U�V�K���(�Z�Z�L�T�I�S� �̀����^�L���^�P�S�S���J�V�U�Z�P�K�L�Y���H�T�L�U�K�T�L�U�[�Z���[�V���[�O�L���4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U���*�O�P-

�J�H�N�V���:�`�U�V�K�»�Z���N�V�]�L�Y�U�P�U�N���K�V�J�\�T�L�U�[�Z�����;�O�L�Z�L���K�V�J�\�T�L�U�[�Z���W�Y�V�]�P�K�L���\�Z���H�Z���H���Z�`�U�V�K���^�P�[�O���J�S�H�Y�P�[�`���Y�L�N�H�Y�K�P�U�N��

our shared purpose, intentions for our life together, and goals for our shared ministry.

I am grateful to the Constitution Working Group for their diligence and care in suggesting the 

amendments that will go before the assembly. You will note that many of these recommended 

amendments are primarily editorial in nature, to provide greater clarity to our governing documents. 

Other recommended amendments seek to clarify and align these governing documents with the 

current practices in the synod. Bringing our constitution and bylaws into such alignment will aid the 

Constitution Working Group and future synod assemblies in determining better practices, which may 

then be adopted into the synod’s governing documents. Finally, some recommended amendments 

come before the assembly for thoughtful and prayerful deliberation about ways the synod might 

�M�\�U�J�[�P�V�U���T�V�Y�L���L�M�M�L�J�[�P�]�L�S�`���H�Z���
�.�V�V�K�:�[�L�^�����;�O�L���*�V�U�Z�[�P�[�\�[�P�V�U���>�V�Y�R�P�U�N���.�Y�V�\�W���P�K�L�U�[�P�M�P�L�K���[�O�L�Z�L���H�Z���¸�:�\�I-

stantive Changes about which the assembly may wish to debate.” 

Jesus said to his disciples, “where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I with them.” 

���4�H�[�[�O�L�^�������!���������(�Z���^�L���N�H�[�O�L�Y���H�[���[�O�L���:�`�U�V�K���(�Z�Z�L�T�I�S� �̀����P�U���1�L�Z�\�Z�»���U�H�T�L�����1�L�Z�\�Z���T�L�L�[�Z���\�Z���[�O�L�Y�L�����(�Z���^�L��

engage in the work of the assembly, we engage in worship. We gratefully acknowledge God’s work 

in our congregations and the synod. We meet Jesus, who provides nourishment to bring the gospel 

�P�U�[�V���[�O�L���^�V�Y�S�K�����.�\�P�K�L�K���I�`���[�O�L���:�W�P�Y�P�[�����^�L���J�V�U�Z�P�K�L�Y���O�V�^���.�V�K���T�H�`���I�L���J�H�S�S�P�U�N���\�Z���¶���P�U���[�O�P�Z���T�V�T�L�U�[���¶���[�V��

be the church in the world.

�*�V�U�Z�P�K�L�Y�P�U�N���H�T�L�U�K�T�L�U�[�Z���[�V���N�V�]�L�Y�U�P�U�N���K�V�J�\�T�L�U�[�Z���T�H�`���U�V�[���I�L���[�O�L���T�V�Z�[���L�_�J�P�[�P�U�N���^�V�Y�Z�O�P�W���`�V�\���^�P�S�S��

engage in during this assembly. Yet this worship is foundationally important, and it provides a way 

forward for how we will worship together in years to come.

I am deeply honored to serve you in this way, as we seek to clarify how we will be the church to-

gether. I am also honored to be a resource to congregations seeking to do the same. I am grateful 

for those with whom I share this calling: Bishop Curry, Vice President Henderson, Treasurer Newber-

�Y�`�>�O�P�[�L�����[�O�L���4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U���*�O�P�J�H�N�V���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���H�U�K���[�O�L���:�`�U�V�K���Z�[�H�M�M�����-�P�U�H�S�S� �̀����M�V�Y���L�H�J�O���V�M���[�O�L���J�V�U-

�N�Y�L�N�H�[�P�V�U�Z���V�M���[�O�L���Z�`�U�V�K�����Z�L�L�R�P�U�N���[�V���I�L���
�.�V�V�K�:�[�L�^���^�P�[�O���[�O�L���N�P�M�[�Z���.�V�K���O�H�Z���N�P�]�L�U���`�V�\���¶���0���H�T���N�Y�H�[�L�M�\�S��

�M�V�Y���`�V�\�����4�H�`���.�V�K���I�S�L�Z�Z���V�\�Y���T�P�U�P�Z�[�Y�`���[�V�N�L�[�O�L�Y��

�9�L�Z�W�L�J�[�M�\�S�S�`���:�\�I�T�P�[�[�L�K��

Rev. Er in Clausen 

�:�L�J�Y�L�[�H�Y� �̀����4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U���*�O�P�J�H�N�V���:�`�U�V�K
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�:���*������������������ Vote Resolved, that the following 
amounts shall be designated as 
a housing allowance for each 
pastor:
Bishop Yehiel Curry $34,000
Rev. Robert Biekman $25,000
�9�L�]�����:�\�U�P�[�O�H���4�V�Y�[�O�H����������������
�9�L�]�����2�`�S�L���:�L�]�L�Y�Z�V�U����������������

Resolved, that the above desig-
nations of housing allowance shall 
apply to calendar year 2021 and 
all future years unless otherwise 
provided by this board.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V���J�S�V�Z�L��
Bethel Imani Lutheran Church 
with its assets to revert to the 
�4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U���*�O�P�J�H�N�V���:�`�U�V�K����
�J�V�U�Z�P�Z�[�L�U�[���^�P�[�O���†�:���������������V�M���J�V�U-
stitution, bylaws, and continuing 
�Y�L�Z�V�S�\�[�P�V�U�Z���V�M���[�O�L���4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U��
�*�O�P�J�H�N�V���:�`�U�V�K��

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V���H�W-
prove funding for Chosen Taber-
nacle, at the Bethel Imani Luther-
an Church site at the following 
levels:
2021 $15,000
2022 $15,000
2023 $15,000.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V���H�W-
prove funding for the mission start 
�P�U���[�O�L���:�V�\�[�O�S�H�U�K���P�U���J�V�S�S�H�I�V�Y�H�[�P�V�U��
�^�P�[�O���[�O�L���:�V�\�[�O�^�L�Z�[���*�V�U�M�L�Y�L�U�J�L���H�[��
the following levels:
2021 $35,000
2022 $35,000
2023 $35,000.



�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
release the previously autho-
rized $15,000 in funding for
�[�O�L���:�`�U�V�K�P�J�H�S�S�`���(�\�[�O�V�Y�P�a�L�K��
�4�P�U�P�Z�[�Y�`���*�O�V�Z�L�U���;�H�I�L�Y�U�H�J�S�L��
at the Bethel Imani Lutheran 
Church site for 2021.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
release the previously autho-
rized $35,000 in funding for
�[�O�L���T�P�Z�Z�P�V�U���Z�[�H�Y�[���P�U���[�O�L���:�V�\�[�O-
land in collaboration with the 
�:�V�\�[�O�^�L�Z�[���*�V�U�M�L�Y�L�U�J�L
for 2021.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
adopt the consent agenda as 
presented.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
adopt the minutes of the 
October 24, 2020 meeting as 
presented.

�:���*����������������� �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
�H�K�V�W�[���*�9���:�������������(�������H�Z��
presented.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
formally move the business 
�V�M���[�O�L���:�`�U�V�K���(�Z�Z�L�T�I�S�`���[�V��
�\�W�K�H�[�L���[�O�L���4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U��
Chicago constitution, pre-
viously announced as 2020 
�:�`�U�V�K���(�Z�Z�L�T�I�S�`���)�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z�����[�V��
�����������:�`�U�V�K���(�Z�Z�L�T�I�S�`���I�\�Z�P-
ness, and to ask the secretary 
to make formal announce-
ment thereof.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
formally endorse Bishop 
Curry’s pastoral message 
posted January 8, 2021, “A 
Letter from Bishop Yehiel Cur-
�Y�`���(�K�K�Y�L�Z�Z�P�U�N���[�O�L���,�]�L�U�[�Z���V�M��
January 6, 2021,” and pledge 
to continue to support Bishop 
Curry in communicating the 
truth of the gospel, espe-
cially those truths which our 
majority-white denomination 
�T�H�`���Ä�U�K���V�\�[�Z�P�K�L���V�M���P�[�Z���Z�V�J�P�H�S��
�L�_�W�L�Y�P�L�U�J�L���V�Y���J�V�T�M�V�Y�[���S�L�]�L�S��

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
�H�W�W�Y�V�]�L���(�Z�O�I�\�Y�U���H�Z���H���:�`�U�V�K-
�P�J�H�S�S�`���(�\�[�O�V�Y�P�a�L�K���4�P�U�P�Z�[�Y�`���Z�P�[�L��

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
approve Lutheran Church of 
the Cross, Arlington Heights 
�H�Z���H���:�`�U�V�K�P�J�H�S�S�`���(�\�[�O�V�Y�P�a�L�K��
�4�P�U�P�Z�[�Y�`���Z�P�[�L��

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V���H�W-
prove Windsor Park Lutheran 
�H�Z���H���:�`�U�V�K�P�J�H�S�S�`���(�\�[�O�V�Y�P�a�L�K��
�4�P�U�P�Z�[�Y�`���Z�P�[�L��

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
�L�_�[�L�U�K���H���Z�`�U�V�K���J�V�\�U�J�P�S���J�H�S�S���[�V��
�4�Z�����4�H�Y�P�H���9�V�Q�H�Z���H�Z���H���T�P�Z�Z�P�V�U��
developer for the Unidad 
�:�(�>�*��

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��

�L�_�[�L�U�K���H���Z�`�U�V�K���J�V�\�U�J�P�S���J�H�S�S��

�[�V���4�Z�����5�P�R�R�L�`�H���)�L�Y�Y�`�O�P�S�S���M�V�Y��

�T�P�U�P�Z�[�Y�`���P�U���:�V�\�[�O�S�H�U�K���:�(�>�*��

�P�U���[�O�L���:�V�\�[�O�^�L�Z�[���*�V�U�M�L�Y�L�U�J�L��
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�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
�L�_�[�L�U�K���H���Z�`�U�V�K���J�V�\�U�J�P�S���J�H�S�S��
to Rev. Kristin Glass Perez 
for ministry in the capacity of 
�<�U�P�]�L�Y�Z�P�[�`���*�O�H�W�S�H�P�U���H�U�K���,�_�L�J-
utive Director of Religious and 
�:�W�P�Y�P�[�\�H�S���3�P�M�L���H�[���5�V�Y�[�O�^�L�Z�[�L�Y�U��
University.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
�L�_�[�L�U�K���H���Z�`�U�V�K���J�V�\�U�J�P�S���J�H�S�S��
�[�V���4�Z�����3�V�Y�H���:�H�S�S�L�`���M�V�Y���T�P�U�P�Z�[�Y�`��
in the capacity of Hospice 
Chaplain for Advocate at 
Home.

�:���*����������������� �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V���H�K-
just the previously approved 
�M�\�U�K�P�U�N���P�U���:���*����������������� ���M�V�Y��
Belen at the following alloca-
tion:
2020 $36,358
2021 $28,000
2022 $28,000
2023 $28,000.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
�]�H�J�H�[�L���:���*�����������������������[�O�L��
approval of synod funding for 
�*�V�T�L���(�S�P�]�L���4�P�U�P�Z�[�Y�`���V�M���*�O�Y�P�Z�[����
This funding has transitioned 
to originating in the Domes-
�[�P�J���4�P�Z�Z�P�V�U���<�U�P�[���V�M���,�3�*�(��
Churchwide.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��

modify the previously ap-

�W�Y�V�]�L�K���M�\�U�K�P�U�N���M�V�Y���4�V�Z�H�P�J����

due to increased funding from 

�[�O�L���+�V�T�L�Z�[�P�J���4�P�Z�Z�P�V�U���\�U�P�[���V�M��

�,�3�*�(���*�O�\�Y�J�O�^�P�K�L����

�:���*������������������
continued...

The synod funding shall be 
allocated as follows:
2021 $45,000
2022 $35,000
2023 $25,000.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
authorize utilization of the 
�����������P�U�[�L�Y�L�Z�[���M�Y�V�T���[�O�L���4�P�U�P�Z-
�[�Y�`���V�U���[�O�L���4�H�Y�N�P�U�Z���M�\�U�K���M�V�Y���[�V��
�T�L�L�[���V�I�S�P�N�H�[�P�V�U�Z���M�V�Y���:�[�Y�H�[�L�N�P�J��
�N�Y�H�U�[�Z�����H�Z���Y�L�X�\�L�Z�[�L�K���I�`���[�O�L��
�I�P�Z�O�V�W���V�Y���+�9�,�(�4���[�L�H�T��

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
direct $80,000 of the funds 
currently earmarked for the 
�*�6�=�0�+���*�V�U�N�Y�L�N�H�[�P�V�U���:�\�W�W�V�Y�[��
�-�\�U�K���[�V���5�L�^���4�P�Z�Z�P�V�U�Z�����^�P�[�O��
the remaining funds to be 
utilized for continued congre-
gational support.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
amend governing policy 
B.3.1.1 as presented.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���T�V�]�L���P�U�[�V��
�L�_�L�J�\�[�P�]�L���Z�L�Z�Z�P�V�U��

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
�H�^�H�Y�K���[�O�L���:�\�U�L�Y�N�V�Z���(�^�H�Y�K��
�H�[���[�O�L�������������:�`�U�V�K���(�Z�Z�L�T�I�S� �̀���
to the candidate previously 
presented.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��

adopt the consent agenda as 

presented.



�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V���Y�L�J-
ommend the 2022 budget as 
presented for adoption by the 
assembly.

�:���*����������������� �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
adopt the minutes of the 
January 30, 2021 meeting as 
presented.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S��
to reallocate one half of 
the remaining funds in the 
COVID-19 Congregation-
�H�S���:�\�W�W�V�Y�[���.�Y�H�U�[���-�\�U�K���[�V��
create a new fund entitled 
COVID-19 Congregational 
Recovery Fund. The purpose 
of the COVID-19 Congrega-
tional Recovery Fund will be 
�H�Z���K�L�Ä�U�L�K���P�U���[�O�L���¸�*�6�=�0�+����� ��
Congregation Recovery 
Grant Proposal COVID-19 
�;�H�Z�R���-�V�Y�J�L���9�L�W�V�Y�[���[�V���:�`�U�V�K��
�,�_�L�J�\�[�P�]�L���*�V�T�T�P�[�[�L�L���������(�W�Y�P�S��
2021” document presented to 
the synod council.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
�H�J�[�P�]�H�[�L���[�O�L���-�\�U�K���M�V�Y���4�P�U�P�Z�[�Y�`��
�M�Y�V�T���[�O�L���4�H�Y�N�P�U�Z���J�V�U�Z�P�Z�[�L�U�[��
with the report provided by 
the task force.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
grant voice and vote at the 
2020/2021 assembly to those 
who have applied for such 
membership, as presented.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
return the remaining funds 
previously allocated to the 
RUACH ministry of Our 
�:�H�]�P�V�Y�»�Z���3�\�[�O�L�Y�H�U���*�O�\�Y�J�O����
Arlington Heights, to the new 
mission fund.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���L�_-
tend a synod council call to 
Dcn. Joanne Otte as Program 
�4�H�U�H�N�L�Y�����(�K�K�Y�L�Z�Z�P�U�N���*�Y�P�[�P�J�H�S��
Needs of The Chicago Com-
munity Trust.

�:���*������������������ �]���=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���;�O�L���4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U��
�*�O�P�J�H�N�V���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S����
�^�P�[�O���Y�L�N�H�Y�K���[�V���:�[�����1�H�T�L�Z����
�-�V�Z�[�L�Y�����L�_�L�Y�J�P�Z�L���[�O�L���W�V�^�L�Y���V�M��
�†�:�������������V�M���[�O�L���Z�`�U�V�K���J�V�U-
stitution to “take charge and 
control of the property of a 
congregation of this synod to 
hold, manage, and convey 
the same on behalf of this 
�Z�`�U�V�K�����;�O�L���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S��
determines that it is neces-
sary for this synod to protect 
and preserve the congrega-
tion’s property from waste 
and deterioration in regard to 
�:�[�����1�H�T�L�Z���3�\�[�O�L�Y�H�U���*�O�\�Y�J�O��
located at 7400 W. Foster 
Ave, Chicago, Illinois.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���;�O�L���4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U��
�*�O�P�J�H�N�V���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S�����^�P�[�O��
�Y�L�N�H�Y�K���[�V���:�[�����1�H�T�L�Z���3�\�[�O�L�Y�H�U��
Church located at 7400 W. 
Foster Ave, Chicago, Illinois, 
continued...
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�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���[�O�L���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
formally remove Norwegian 
Lutheran Church from the 
�Y�V�Z�[�L�Y���V�M���[�O�L���,�3�*�(�����J�V�U�Z�P�Z-
tent with provision 9.23. of 
the Constitution, Bylaws, and 
Continuing Resolutions of the 
�,�3�*�(��

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���[�O�L���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S��
�[�V���H�K�V�W�[���[�O�L���4�*�:���7�L�Y�Z�V�U-
�U�L�S���4�H�U�\�H�S�����1�\�U�L���������������H�Z��
presented.

�=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���[�O�L���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
�T�V�]�L���P�U�[�V���L�_�L�J�\�[�P�]�L���Z�L�Z-
�Z�P�V�U���[�V���K�P�Z�J�\�Z�Z���J�V�U�Ä�K�L�U�[�P�H�S��
matters.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���[�O�L���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S��
to approve the On Leave 
From Call Applications for: 
Rev. Fanya Burford Berry, 
Rev. Joanne Fitzgerald, Rev. 
�4�H�[�[�O�L�^���/�V�S�T�L�Z�����H�U�K���9�L�]����
David Hulse (retroactive).

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���[�O�L���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
�L�_�[�L�U�K���H���Z�`�U�V�K���J�V�\�U�J�P�S���J�H�S�S��
�[�V���9�L�]�����4�H�[�[�O�L�^���A�L�T�H�U�P�J�R��
�H�Z���*�O�H�W�S�H�P�U���[�V���[�O�L���:�,���:�P�K�L��
�,�U�]�P�Y�V�U�T�L�U�[�H�S���1�\�Z�[�P�J�L���*�V�T-
munity.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���[�O�L���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
grant voice and vote at the 
2020/2021 assembly to those 
additional people who have 
applied for such membership, 
as presented.
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�:���*������������������
continued...

�L�_�L�Y�J�P�Z�L���[�O�L���W�V�^�L�Y���V�M���:��������������
of the synod constitution to 
“temporarily assume admin-
istration of a congregation 
�\�W�V�U���P�[�Z���Y�L�X�\�L�Z�[���V�Y���^�P�[�O���P�[�Z��
concurrence.” This motion 
will be in force upon receipt of 
�Z�\�J�O���Y�L�X�\�L�Z�[��

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���[�O�L���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
adopt the consent agenda as 
presented.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���[�O�L���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S��
to adopt the minutes of the 
������� ���9�L�N�\�S�H�Y���4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U��
�*�O�P�J�H�N�V���:�`�U�V�K���(�Z�Z�L�T�I�S�`���H�Z��
presented.

�:���*����������������� �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���[�O�L���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S��
to recommend the Rules of 
Organization and Procedure 
�M�V�Y���[�O�L�������������4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U��
�*�O�P�J�H�N�V���:�`�U�V�K���(�Z�Z�L�T�I�S�`���H�Z��
presented, for adoption by 
the assembly.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���[�O�L���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S��
to recommend the Agenda 
�M�V�Y���[�O�L���4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U���*�O�P�J�H�N�V��
�:�`�U�V�K���(�Z�Z�L�T�I�S�`�������������H�Z��
presented, for adoption by 
the assembly.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���[�O�L���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S��
to adopt the minutes of the 
April 24, 2021 meeting as 
amended.



�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
�H�\�[�O�V�Y�P�a�L���[�O�L���L�_�W�L�U�K�P�[�\�Y�L���V�M��
���������������M�Y�V�T���[�O�L���5�L�^���4�P�Z-
�Z�P�V�U�Z���-�\�U�K���M�V�Y���[�O�L���:�[�����1�H�T�L�Z��
�:�O�L�W�O�L�Y�K�»�Z���/�L�H�Y�[���:�`�U�V�K���(�\-
thorized Worshipping Com-
munity during the 2021/2022 
�Ä�Z�J�H�S���`�L�H�Y��

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
�L�_�[�L�U�K���H���Z�`�U�V�K���J�V�\�U�J�P�S���J�H�S�S��
to Rev. Wyvetta Bullock as 
part-time Associate to the 
�)�P�Z�O�V�W���V�M���[�O�L���4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U��
�*�O�P�J�H�N�V���:�`�U�V�K��

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
transfer $6,791.49 – from 
the 2021 interest from the 
�4�P�U�P�Z�[�Y�`���M�Y�V�T���[�O�L���4�H�Y�N�P�U�Z��
fund to the Congregational 
�:�\�W�W�V�Y�[���.�Y�H�U�[���-�\�U�K���H�U�K��
Congregational Recovery 
Grant Fund to cover the 
pending applications.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
�H�W�W�V�P�U�[���9�L�]�����,�Y�P�U���*�S�H�\�Z�L�U����
�4�Z�����1�L�U�U�P�M�L�Y���+�L�3�L�V�U�����+�L�H�J�V�U��
�;�Y�H�J�`���2�H�[�Z�J�O�R�L���.�V�Z�Z�����4�Y����
�0�]�m�U���7�t�Y�L�a�����H�U�K���4�Y�����*�O�H�Y�S�L�Z��
�>�P�S�S�L�[�[���[�V���H���4�P�U�P�Z�[�Y�`���M�Y�V�T���[�O�L��
�4�H�Y�N�P�U�Z���[�L�T�W�V�Y�H�Y�`���I�V�H�Y�K��
�\�U�[�P�S���[�O�L���4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U���*�O�P�J�H�N�V��
�:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���H�W�W�Y�V�]�L�Z���H��
permanent board-selection 
process.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���[�O�L���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
adopt the consent agenda as 
presented.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���[�O�L���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S��
to adopt the minutes of the 
�4�H�`�������������������T�L�L�[�P�U�N���H�Z��
presented.

�:���*����������������� �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���[�O�L���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S��
adopt the minutes of the June 
3, 2021 meeting as amended.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
adopt the consent agenda as 
presented.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
adopt the minutes of the 
July 24, 2021 meeting as 
presented.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
recommend to the 2022 
�4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U���*�O�P�J�H�N�V���:�`�U�V�K��
Assembly the adoption of 
the constitutional amend-
ments and bylaw amended 
as presented.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
�H�W�W�Y�V�]�L���[�O�L���:�[�����1�H�T�L�Z��
�:�O�L�W�O�L�Y�K�»�Z���/�L�H�Y�[���:�`�U�V�K��
Authorized Worshipping 
Community to be funded 
�^�P�[�O�������������������V�]�L�Y���[�O�L���U�L�_�[������
�`�L�H�Y�Z���M�Y�V�T���[�O�L���5�L�^���4�P�Z�Z�P�V�U�Z��
Fund.

B O O K  O F  R E P O R T S  2 0 2 2  |  2 7



2 0 2 1  S U M M A R Y  O F  A C T I O N S  C O N T I N U E D

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
support a waiver of the 3-year 
�Y�L�X�\�P�Y�L�T�L�U�[���M�V�Y���J�V�U�N�Y�L�N�H�[�P�V�U-
�H�S���Z�L�Y�]�P�J�L���H�U�K���Y�L�X�\�L�Z�[���[�O�H�[��
�[�O�L���*�6�)���H�W�W�Y�V�]�L���[�O�L���:�`�U�V�K��
�*�V�\�U�J�P�S���*�H�S�S���[�V���9�L�]�����4�H�[�[�O�L�^��
�A�L�T�H�U�P�J�R��

�:���*����������������� �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
�H�W�W�Y�V�]�L���[�O�L���:�V�\�[�O�L�H�Z�[���*�O�P-
�J�H�N�V���,�U�]�P�Y�V�U�T�L�U�[�H�S���1�\�Z�[�P�J�L��
�*�V�H�S�P�[�P�V�U���,�_�W�S�V�Y�H�[�P�V�U���H�U�K���M�\�U�K��
it with $7,000 to come from 
�[�O�L���5�L�^���4�P�Z�Z�P�V�U���-�\�U�K��

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S��
to approve the use of the 
$20,000 deposit at the Tinley 
Park Convention Center for 
a synod event other than a 
synod assembly.

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
�T�V�]�L���P�U�[�V���L�_�L�J�\�[�P�]�L���Z�L�Z�Z�P�V�U��

�:���*������������������ �=�V�[�L���M�V�Y���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�V��
�Y�L�J�L�P�]�L���9�L�]�����9�L�N�P�U�H�S�K���4�V�Y�[�O�H��
to the disability roster of the 
�,�3�*�(��
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2020 Assembly of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod 

Welcome 
At 9:00AM Ms. Hope Johnson opened the assembly with a Native Land Acknowledgement. 
Bishop Curry then welcomed members, visitors, and guests to the Thirty-third and Thirty-
fourth Annual Assembly of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America. Bishop Curry explained that last year, the Metropolitan Chicago Synod 
Council voted to postpone the 2020 synod assembly in compliance with Illinois state law, 
having determined that meeting was inadvisable for reasons of health, life, and safety. 
Therefore, to fulfill the synod’s bylaws, the synod council decided to host the 2020 synod 
assembly very briefly today, just in advance of the 2021 assembly of the Metropolitan Chicago 
Synod. Following the opening litany, the 2020 assembly will be closed and the 2021 assembly 
convened immediately afterward. Bishop Curry also briefly outlined the online format of the 
assembly and thanked the assembly for their grace as the synod and the participants navigate 
this new format for assembly. Bishop Curry then introduced Pastor Mark Carlsson, Senior 
Pastor of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Naperville, the host for the on-site portion of the 
Synod Assembly. 

 
Greetings 

Pastor Mark Carlsson briefly greeted the assembly. 
 
Opening Litany / Bishop’s Report Part I 

At 9:08AM Bishop Curry thanked Pastor Carlsson and introduced the musicians, who played 
“Come Let us Worship God.” Bishop Curry then continued with an invocation and prayer, 
followed by “Blessed Assurance.” 
 
The Bishop’s recorded report began with a sermon reflection on 1 Peter 4:7b-11. Bishop Curry 
briefly outlined the theme for the 2020/2021 Assembly of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod, 
“Good Stew.” This report acknowledged the brevity of the online assembly compared with in-
person assemblies and invited the assembly to experience nourishment in the stories of the 
‘good stew’-ardship of ministries around the synod. 
 
Following this video, the assembly musicians led the assembly in ‘Vamos Todos,’ and Ms. Jen 
DeLeon led the assembly in prayer. 

 
2020 Business 

At 9:36AM Bishop Curry declared the 2020 Assembly of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod to 
be open. He noted that the Metropolitan Chicago Synod Council had approved the minutes of 
the 2019 Assembly of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod. Bishop Curry then introduced a video 
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recognizing rostered ministers and congregations that celebrated significant milestone 
anniversaries of service in the last year. Following the video, Bishop Curry declared the 2020 
Assembly of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod closed. 

 
 

2021 Assembly of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod 
At 9:43AM Bishop Curry declared the 2021 Assembly of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod to 
be open. He introduced Pastor Darryl Thompson-Powell, chair of this year’s Nominations, 
Credentials and Election Committee. Bishop Curry asked Pastor Thompson Powell to present 
the credentials report. Pastor Thompson Powell reported to the assembly that the total number 
of voting members registered as of 9:48AM was 374, including 168 rostered ministers and 206 
lay voting members. The voting membership of the assembly therefore is comprised of 56% 
lay and 44% rostered ministers. The number of voting members necessary for a quorum is 231.  
Pastor Thompson Powell moved the adoption of this report, and Secretary Clausen seconded. 
The assembly voted using the polling function on Zoom, and the report was adopted as 
presented. 

 
Rules of Organization and Procedure 

Bishop Curry then introduced the next item of business before the assembly - the Rules of 
Organization and Procedure for the 2021 Assembly. This document had been sent via email as 
part of the assembly checklist, and is also located on page 9 in the Voting Member Handbook. 
Having been recommended to the assembly for adoption by the Synod Council, the Rules of 
Organization and Procedure do not require a second. There was no discussion, and the 
assembly voted using the polling function on Zoom. The Rules of Organization and Procedure 
were adopted by the assembly. 

 
Adoption of the Agenda 

Bishop Curry instructed the assembly to consider the agenda for the assembly which was 
published on page 3 of the Voting Member handbook. Having been recommended for approval 
by the synod council, the proposed agenda does not require a second. There was no discussion, 
and at 9:50AM the assembly adopted the agenda via the polling function on Zoom. 

 
Appointment of Parliamentarian / Welcome to Churchwide Office Representative 

Bishop Curry then appointed Ms. Joan Bundley as parliamentarian for the assembly. Ms. 
Bundley is a Registered Parliamentarian with the National Association of Parliamentarians.  
He also extended a warm welcome to the Churchwide Office representative – Pastor Keith Fry, 
Executive for Administration in the Office of the Secretary. 

 
Election Committee Report 

At 9:51AM Bishop Curry invited Pastor Thompson Powell to explain the Elections Process 
and the Election Committee Report. Pastor Thompson Powell explained that the members of 
the 2021 Nominating & Elections Committee are listed in the voting handbook and asked the 
assembly to please join him in thanking them for their good and faithful work, including Rev. 
Kyle Severson who served as the staff liaison to these committees. 
 

B O O K  O F  R E P O R T S  2 0 2 2  |  31



32 |  Metropol i tan Chicago Synod Evangel ical  Lutheran Church in Amer ica

Minutes of the 2021 Synod Assembly of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod: Good Stewards - 4 
 

Pastor Thompson Powell then explained the election process for the Vice president and 
Secretary elections. The elections for Synod Vice President and Synod Secretary are by 
ecclesiastical ballot, which means that for the first ballot there are no formal nominees or 
printed names and votes are taken by writing the name of any eligible individual. For the first 
ballot two-thirds of the votes are required for election; failing a 2/3 majority this first ballot 
becomes the nominating ballot. All  eligible persons named on the first ballot, with the 
exception of those who withdraw their names, become eligible for votes on the second ballot. 
When the bishop declares voting to be open, each voting member will receive an email from 
E-Ballot. At that time, voting members will open that email and vote for one eligible person 
for each position. Pastor Thompson Powell explained that the Vice President must be a lay 
person. The Secretary may be a lay person or a rostered leader (pastor or deacon). All nominees 
named on this first ballot will have the opportunity before the second ballot to decline a 
nomination, thus each voting member must add a contact number for the person you nominate 
for either office. After the bishop declares voting to be open, voting members may complete 
their ballot. Once completing and submitting the ballot, please wait patiently for the bishop to 
declare balloting closed. The elections committee will steward the elections process throughout 
the assembly.  
 

Ecclesiastical Ballot for Vice President and Secretary 
Bishop Curry thanked Pastor Thompson Powell for his report and the instructions to the 
assembly. He explained that ballots would arrive in voting members’ email boxes and 
reiterated that voting members must be aware of which position they were voting for on each 
ballot. He then invited Pastor Kyle Severson, Associate to the Bishop, to lead the assembly in 
prayer. Following the prayer, Bishop Curry explained that voting members would have 5 
minutes to vote. He then declared voting open at 9:58AM. 
 
Because of technical difficulties voting members shared in the Zoom chat, voting was extended 
to 10:06AM, at which time Bishop Curry declared voting closed. 

 
First General Ballot 

Bishop Curry then invited Pastor Darry Thompson Powell to explain the process for voting on 
the first general ballot. Pastor Thompson Powell explained that biographical information for 
all nominees had been shared with all voting members in the document entitled Elections 
Resource. This information was shared via email to all registered voting members on June 2, 
2021 under “Resource Documents” and on the Synod Assembly page of the Metropolitan 
Chicago Synod website. The elections on this general ballot include electing voting members 
to the 2022 churchwide assembly, members of the synod council, members of the discipline 
committee and members of the consultation committee. Voting members will again use E-
Ballot to vote and should vote for one person in each position.  
 
Bishop Curry thanked Pastor Thompson Powell for this explanation and declared voting to be 
open at 10:09AM. At 10:20AM, Bishop Curry declared voting to be closed. 

 
Anniversaries of Rostered Ministers 2021 

While votes were being tabulated, Bishop Curry introduced a video to be played for the 
assembly, celebrating different milestones of rostered leaders in the synod, as well as those 
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rostered leaders who joined in the mission and ministry of this Synod as a first call pastor or 
deacon or moved into the synod since the last assembly. 

 
Report of the Ecclesiastical Ballot for Vice President and Secretary 

At 10:30AM, Bishop Curry invited Pastor Thompson Powell to give the report of the 
ecclesiastical ballots for Vice President and Secretary. Pastor Thompson Powell reported that 
on the ecclesiastical ballot for Vice President, there were 31 ballots cast. An election on this 
ballot requires two-thirds of the votes, or at least 21 votes. The results were projected and 
shared on participants’ screens. Mr. Terry Henderson received 21 votes, representing 68% of 
the total ballots cast. Therefore, there was an election. Bishop Curry declared Mr. Terry 
Henderson elected as Vice President.  
 
Pastor Thompson Powell then reported that on the ecclesiastical ballot for Secretary, there were 
42 ballots cast. An election on this ballot requires two-thirds of the votes, or at least 28 votes. 
The results were projected and shared on participants’ screens. Rev. Erin Clausen received 36 
votes, representing 85% of the total ballots cast. Therefore, there was an election. Bishop Curry 
declared Rev. Erin Clausen elected as Secretary. 

 
Bishop’s Report – Part II 

At 10:35AM, the Bishop’s Report Part II video was shown. During this video, Bishop Curry 
highlighted several ministries doing good work throughout the Metropolitan Chicago Synod.  

 
Report of the General Ballot 

Following the Bishop’s Report Part II video, Bishop Curry invited Pastor Darryl Thompson 
Powell to share the report of the General Ballot. The results follow – those receiving enough 
votes to be elected in bold:  

Churchwide Assembly - Lay Female 
Selene Partida (Near West)* 100% 294 votes 

Churchwide Assembly - Lay Female 
Ariolye Frost (Northeast)* PC/L 61% 178 votes 
Claire Embil (Northeast) PC/L 39% 116 votes 

Churchwide Assembly - Lay Female 
Sherri D'Agostino (West)* 100% 294 votes 

Churchwide Assembly - Lay Male 
Ismael Calderon (North)* PC/L 63% 184 votes 
Donal Barlow (North) 37% 110 votes 

Churchwide Assembly - Lay Male 
John Nicholas (Northwest)* 100% 294 votes 

Churchwide Assembly - Lay Male 
Zachary Howell (Southwest)* 51% 150 votes 
Rodger Jones (South) PC/L 49% 144 votes 

Churchwide Assembly, Lay 
Angela Bell (Southwest) 48% 141 votes 
Elisabeth Trost (Northeast) 52% 153 votes 

Churchwide Assembly, Lay 
Frank Imhoff (Northwest) 100% 294 votes 
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Churchwide Assembly, Rostered Female 
Pr Erin Clausen (Near West) 55% 161 votes 
Pr. Julie Grafe (West) 45% 133 votes 

Churchwide Assembly, Rostered Female 
Pr Alison Bengfort (Northeast) 100% 294 votes 

Churchwide Assembly, Rostered Male 
Pr. Jason Glombicki (Central)* 65% 190 votes 
Pr. David Elliot (West) 35% 104 votes 

Churchwide Assembly, Rostered Male 
Pr. Andrew Bell (Southwest) 38% 112 votes 
Pr. Nathan Klein (Southwest) 62% 181 votes 

Churchwide Assembly, Rostered 
Pr. Lester White (South)* PC/L 100% 294 votes 

Churchwide Assembly, Person of Color/Primary language other than English 
Loretta Northcutt (South) PC/L 39% 114 votes 
Yvette Newberry White (South) PC/L 61% 180 votes 

Churchwide Assembly, Youth/Young Adult 
Kayshawn Colbert Jones (Near West) PC/L 52% 152 votes 
Emily Martinez (Near West) PC/L 48% 142 votes 

Synod Council - Lay Female 
Kristina Adamczeski (Near West)* 100% 294 votes 

Synod Council Lay Female 
Nancy Arnesen (West)* 100% 294 votes 

Synod Council Rostered Female 
Pr. Maria Rojas-Banda (Near West)* PC/L 100% 294 votes 

Synod Council Rostered Male 
Pr. Joel Lohafer (Northwest)* 100% 294 votes 

Synod Council - Rostered 
Pr. Lester White (South)* PC/L 100% 294 votes 

Synod Council 
Iván Pérez (Central) PC/L 100% 294 votes 

Synod Council 
Robert Langlois (Northwest) 100% 294 votes 

Committee on Consultation, Lay Female 
Barbara Hiller (Northeast) 100% 294 votes 

Committee on Consultation, Lay Male 
Thomas Weglarz (North) 100% 292 votes 

Committee on Discipline, Lay Male 
Wayne Giampietro (North) 100% 294 votes 

Committee on Discipline - Lay Female 
Angela Bell (Southwest) 100% 293 votes 

Committee on Discipline, Rostered Female 
Pr. Melody Eastman (West) 100% 294 votes 

Committee on Discipline, Rostered Female 
Pr. Carla Powell (Central) 100% 294 votes 

Committee on Discipline, Rostered Male 

Minutes of the 2021 Synod Assembly of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod: Good Stewards - 7 
 

Pr. Josh Evans (Northeast) 100% 294 votes 
 

Following the report, Bishop Curry declared those individuals elected. 
 
Report of the Treasurer 

At 10:57AM Bishop Curry invited Treasurer Yvettte NewberryWhite to give the report of the 
treasurer. Treasurer NewberryWhite indicated that the treasurer’s written report and financial 
statements are located in the Book of Reports. She highlighted that for the fiscal year that ended 
January 31, 2021, the synod received 95% of the anticipated mission support from 
congregations. Fifty percent of the mission support received by the synod is passed through to 
the Churchwide Organization. Additionally, nine percent is used to financially support the 
synod’s partners in ministry such as Lutheran seminaries, Lutheran Social Services of Illinois, 
campus ministry, etc. Treasurer NewberryWhite also reported on operational costs for those 
ministries within the synod, as well as the Fund For Mission, concluding by giving thanks to 
the officers, synod council members, synod staff, and congregations for their work and 
ministry partnership. She then presented the 2022 Budget. 

 
2022 Budget 

Bishop Curry thanked Treasurer NewberryWhite for her stewardship of the budgeting process 
and indicated that the assembly would now consider the 2022 Budget. As the proposed 2022 
budget had been moved for consideration by the synod council, it did not require a second and 
was on the floor before the assembly. There was no discussion, and the assembly voted on the 
2022 budget as presented using the polling function in Zoom. The budget was adopted as 
presented. 

 
Bishop’s Report – Part III  

This video concluded the Bishop’s Report. In this video, Bishop Curry shared examples of 
ways the synod council and bishop’s office live into the synod’s mission and the ‘Good Stew’ 
of the synod. Bishop Curry shared about a Congregational Support Fund and a Congregational 
Recovery Fund established by the synod council to address the COVID-19 pandemic realities. 
He also explained there are additional monies available in a Ministry From the Margins fund, 
to begin in October 2021. Bishop Curry then shared information about new mission starts and  
various synod working groups that offer opportunities to share one’s gifts with the larger 
church, with an invitation to nominate yourself or someone else to these groups. The bishop’s 
report concluded with a benediction. 
 

Partner Ministry Videos 
At 11:18AM, Bishop Curry introduced two partners in ministry – First Immanuel and 
Lakeview Lutheran Churches. Videos of each of these ministries were presented. 

 
Vote on Constitutional Amendments 

At 11:28AM, Bishop Curry indicated that the assembly would consider the constitutional 
amendments recommended by the synod council. All amendments considered at this assembly 
are those consistent with the 2019 Model Constitution for Congregations. As they have been 
moved by the synod council, they do not require a second. There was no discussion. The 
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Pr. Josh Evans (Northeast) 100% 294 votes 
 

Following the report, Bishop Curry declared those individuals elected. 
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2022 Budget 

Bishop Curry thanked Treasurer NewberryWhite for her stewardship of the budgeting process 
and indicated that the assembly would now consider the 2022 Budget. As the proposed 2022 
budget had been moved for consideration by the synod council, it did not require a second and 
was on the floor before the assembly. There was no discussion, and the assembly voted on the 
2022 budget as presented using the polling function in Zoom. The budget was adopted as 
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Bishop’s Report – Part III  

This video concluded the Bishop’s Report. In this video, Bishop Curry shared examples of 
ways the synod council and bishop’s office live into the synod’s mission and the ‘Good Stew’ 
of the synod. Bishop Curry shared about a Congregational Support Fund and a Congregational 
Recovery Fund established by the synod council to address the COVID-19 pandemic realities. 
He also explained there are additional monies available in a Ministry From the Margins fund, 
to begin in October 2021. Bishop Curry then shared information about new mission starts and  
various synod working groups that offer opportunities to share one’s gifts with the larger 
church, with an invitation to nominate yourself or someone else to these groups. The bishop’s 
report concluded with a benediction. 
 

Partner Ministry Videos 
At 11:18AM, Bishop Curry introduced two partners in ministry – First Immanuel and 
Lakeview Lutheran Churches. Videos of each of these ministries were presented. 

 
Vote on Constitutional Amendments 

At 11:28AM, Bishop Curry indicated that the assembly would consider the constitutional 
amendments recommended by the synod council. All amendments considered at this assembly 
are those consistent with the 2019 Model Constitution for Congregations. As they have been 
moved by the synod council, they do not require a second. There was no discussion. The 
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assembly voted using the polling feature of the Zoom platform. The amendments were adopted 
as presented. 

 
Churchwide Office Report 

Bishop Curry then invited Rev. Keith Fry, Executive for Office of the Secretary 
Administration, to share the churchwide report with the assembly. Rev. Fry shared greetings 
and a video of Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA. He continued with a brief 
presentation. 

 
DREAM Team Report 

At 11:46AM, Bishop Curry introduced Rev. Robert Biekman, Associate to the Bishop and 
Director of Evangelical Mission. A brief report followed of the newly named DREAM Team 
– which had previously been called the Outreach Ministry Team.  

 
Report of the Vice President and Secretary 

Bishop Curry introduced the video report of Vice President Terry Henderson at 11:53AM, 
followed immediately by the video report of Secretary Erin Clausen. As a conclusion to the 
report, Secretary Clausen reported on actions of the synod council during the previous year. 
There was no discussion following this report. 

 
Sunergos Award 

At 12:00PM, Bishop Curry introduced the Sunergos Award for Synodical Service recipient, 
Ms. Mary Richardson, who retired from service to the synod office earlier in the year.  
Sunergos is a Greek word that means “a companion in work” or “fellow worker.” The award 
was established by the synod council in May 2000 to “celebrate the gift of lay servants of our 
synod who give so much to the life of the church.” This concluded with a video thanking Ms. 
Richardson for her service. 

 
Authorization of Approval of the Minutes 

Bishop Curry then invited Vice President Terry Henderson to the stage to move the 
Authorization of Approval of the Minutes.  
 
Vice President Henderson moved, and a member of the assembly seconded:  
That the synodical secretary be authorized to correct punctuation, references to resolutions and 
other positions, and to make such other technical and conforming changes as may be necessary 
to reflect the intent of the assembly in connection with positions adopted, and that the synod 
council’s executive committee be given authority to approve the minutes of this assembly. 
 
The assembly voted using the polling function on the Zoom platform. The motion passed. 

 
Memorials 

Bishop Curry thanked Vice President Henderson, as well as Pastor Thompson-Powell and the 
synod staff and volunteers listed on pages 15-16 of the Voting Member handbook, all of whom 
worked so hard to make this a successful assembly. He then introduced a video in memory of 
those rostered leaders who have found their eternal rest in God in the past year. 
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Closing Litany 
Ms. Hope Johnson was invited forward to lead the closing litany.  
  

Order for the Closing of the Assembly 
At 1:10PM Bishop Curry declared the assembly closed, and the assembly concluded with a 
final song. 
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D e a c o n  N a n c y  L .  V a u g h n

It is always difficult saying goodbye to some-

one we love and cherish. Family and friends 

must say goodbye to their beloved Nancy L. 

Vaughn (Long Grove, Illinois), born in Chicago, 

Illinois, who passed away at the age of 84, on 

�4�H�Y�J�O����� �����������������@�V�\���J�H�U���Z�L�U�K���`�V�\�Y���Z�`�T�W�H�[�O�`��

in the guestbook provided and share it with the 

family. You may also light a candle in honor of 

Nancy L. Vaughn.

�:�O�L���^�H�Z���W�Y�L�K�L�J�L�H�Z�L�K���I�`���!���O�L�Y���W�H�Y�L�U�[�Z�����,�K-

ward Nelson and Dorothy Nelson; her husband 

�+�V�U�H�S�K���3�����=�H�\�N�O�U�"���H�U�K���O�L�Y���Z�V�U���4�H�Y�R���=�H�\�N�O�U����

�:�O�L���P�Z���Z�\�Y�]�P�]�L�K���I�`���!���O�L�Y���J�O�P�S�K�Y�L�U�����2�H�Y�L�U���+�V�Y�M-

�T�L�`�L�Y�����(�S�H�U�������:�[�L�]�L�U���2�\�O�U�����+�L�I�V�Y�H�O���:�J�O�T�H�S�M�L�S�K�[��

(Gregory) and Christy Falkosky; her grandchil-

�K�Y�L�U�����5�P�J�V�S�L���5�L�S�Z�V�U�����5�P�J�R�������,�S�P�a�H�I�L�[�O���>�V�S�M�����)�Y�P�H�U������

�/�L�H�[�O�L�Y���/�H�Z�S�L�Y�����>�`�U�U�������4�L�N�H�U���)�Y�`�H�U�����*�H�Y�[�L�Y������

Jonathan Kuhn, Kristin Dorfmeyer, Allison Kuhn, 

�,�Y�P�U���-�H�S�R�V�Z�R� �̀����/�H�U�U�H�O���;�P�W�[�V�U�����9�L�I�L�J�J�H���+�V�Y�M-

�T�L�`�L�Y�����.�Y�H�J�L���:�J�O�T�H�S�M�L�S�K�[�����5�V�S�H�U���-�H�S�R�V�Z�R�`���H�U�K��

Andrew Falkoksky; and her sister Arlene Devi-

�L�U�J�L�����S�H�[�L���(�S�L�_�H�U�K�L�Y�������:�O�L���P�Z���H�S�Z�V���Z�\�Y�]�P�]�L�K���I�`��������

great grandchildren.

�=�P�Z�P�[�H�[�P�V�U���:�\�U�K�H� �̀����4�H�Y�J�O���������������������M�Y�V�T�����!�������W�T��

until 5:00 pm at Glueckert Funeral Home Ltd. 

���J�H�W�H�J�P�[�`���S�P�T�P�[�Z�����7�7�,���Y�L�X�\�P�Y�L�T�L�U�[�����H�U�K���Z�V�J�P�H�S��

�K�P�Z�[�H�U�J�P�U�N���P�U���L�\�L�J�[�����������������5�����(�Y�S�P�U�N�[�V�U���/�L�P�N�O�[�Z��

Road (four blocks south of Palatine Road), 

�(�Y�S�P�U�N�[�V�U���/�L�P�N�O�[�Z�����0�3�����������������=�P�Z�P�[�H�[�P�V�U���4�V�U�K�H� �̀���

�4�H�Y�J�O����� ��������������� �!�������H�T���\�U�[�P�S���[�O�L�������!�������H�T���-�\-

�U�L�Y�H�S���:�L�Y�]�P�J�L���H�[���/�V�W�L���3�\�[�O�L�Y�H�U���*�O�\�Y�J�O�����H�S�Z�V���^�P�[�O��

�J�H�W�H�J�P�[�`���S�P�T�P�[�Z���H�U�K���7�7�,�����H�U�K���Z�V�J�P�H�S���K�P�Z�[�H�U�J�P�U�N������

1660 Checker Road, Long Grove, IL 60047.
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D e a t h  o f  T h e  R e v .  D r .  R o b e r t 

R .  L e s h e r ,  J r .

The Rev. Dr. Robert "Bob" Lesher, Jr. was born 

�V�U���1�\�U�L������������� �������P�U���+�L�Z���4�V�P�U�L�Z�����0�V�^�H�����[�V���S�V�]-

�P�U�N���W�H�Y�L�U�[�Z���)�V�I���H�U�K���(�U�U�����:�O�H�Y�P�U�N���H���I�P�Y�[�O�K�H�[�L��

with John the Baptist seemed apropos for his 

ministry because Bob spent his life advocating 

for the marginalized, igniting passion for social 

justice and asking people to delve more deeply 

into their relationship with God to invoke trans-

formation within — a change that would be 

reflected in their actions.

Bob’s call to ministry came at an early age. 

With his innate leadership abilities, his sensitiv-

ity to others’ challenges, and his willingness to 

grow spiritually, being a pastor was a natural 

fit. He was the fifth pastor within the Lesher 

family, and while he drew from his grandfather, 

Royal Lesher; his father, Robert Lesher; and 

uncles, Jack Lundin and Bill Lesher; ultimately 

his ministerial path was his own — one creat-

ed by his passion and guidance from the Holy 

�:�W�P�Y�P�[��

Graduating from Carthage College in 1970, 

�)�V�I���H�[�[�L�U�K�L�K���3�\�[�O�L�Y�H�U���;�O�L�V�S�V�N�P�J�H�S���:�V�\�[�O�L�Y�U��

�:�L�T�P�U�H�Y� �̀����/�P�Z���Ä�Y�Z�[���J�H�S�S���^�H�Z���[�V���+�H�U�P�L�S�Z���3�\�[�O�L�Y�H�U��

Church in Lincolnton, North Carolina, a historic 

�J�O�\�Y�J�O���[�O�H�[���^�H�Z���[�O�Y�P�]�P�U�N�����+�\�Y�P�U�N���O�P�Z���Ä�Y�Z�[���J�H�S�S����

Bob listened from deep within and relocated 

to Illinois — the land of the Leshers, as well as 

Lincoln. He served a long tenure in Illinois, in-

cluding calls to Tabor Lutheran Church in Rock-

�M�V�Y�K�����4�[�����A�P�V�U���3�\�[�O�L�Y�H�U���*�O�\�Y�J�O���P�U���6�H�R���3�H�^�U����

and Our Lord’s Lutheran Church in Chicago.

�:�L�Y�]�P�U�N���P�U���W�H�Y�P�Z�O�L�Z�����)�V�I���H�U�Z�^�L�Y�L�K���^�P�[�O���H��

�Y�L�Z�V�\�U�K�P�U�N���¸�`�L�Z�¹���[�V���I�L���H���J�O�H�W�S�H�P�U���H�[���,�K�P�Z�V�U��

Park Home for Youth in Park Ridge and then 

�H�Z���W�H�Z�[�V�Y���H�[���<�W�[�V�^�U���4�P�U�P�Z�[�Y�P�L�Z���P�U���*�O�P�J�H�N�V�����0�U��

both places, Bob was in his element. It was 

here where his voice was heard, and he felt 

he could effect change the most. Bob’s team 

at Uptown developed programs to help the 

community grow from a wholistic view, giving 

them tools to navigate everyday challenges. 

�/�P�Z���W�H�Z�Z�P�V�U���^�H�Z���J�V�U�[�H�N�P�V�\�Z�����H�U�K���O�P�Z���^�P�M�L�����:�\�L����

worked alongside him for years.

From the streets of Chicago to a somewhat 

�X�\�P�L�[�L�Y���Z�L�[�[�P�U�N�����)�V�I�»�Z���S�H�Z�[���J�H�S�S���^�H�Z���H�Z���Z�L�U�P�V�Y��

�W�H�Z�[�V�Y���[�V���-�H�P�[�O���3�\�[�O�L�Y�H�U���P�U���4�H�Y�Z�O�M�P�L�S�K�����>�P�Z�J�V�U-

�Z�P�U�����>�P�[�O�P�U���[�O�L���I�S�P�U�R���V�M���H�U���L�`�L�����)�V�I���H�U�K���:�\�L��

became involved with parish life and thrived 

within the community because they felt at 

home. Bob’s love for the gospel was evident as 

was his love for the people of God in a variety 

of settings. Whether in urban, suburban, or 

rural ministry, he was at home.

Throughout his life, Bob tasted the goodness 

of life. He enjoyed golfing, swimming, attending 

Cubs games, feeding the birds while watching 

the sunrise, reading about the spiritual lives 

of mystics, doing crossword puzzles in ink, 

making horrible puns, grilling, singing off-key, 

dancing wildly — but mostly, he loved doing 

these things with his family and friends, whom 

he cherished.

C O N T I N U E D . . .
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Bob was preceded in death by his parents, 

Robert R. and Ann Winter Lesher, and his 

great-nephew, James Royal Lesher. He is 

�Z�\�Y�]�P�]�L�K���I�`���O�P�Z���^�P�M�L�����:�\�Z�H�U���3�L�Z�O�L�Y�"���K�H�\�N�O�[�L�Y��

�,�Y�P�J�H���,�S�T�X�\�P�Z�[�����1�P�T�����H�U�K���[�O�L�P�Y���J�O�P�S�K�Y�L�U���)�Y�L�[�[����

�4�H�K�P�Z�V�U�����H�U�K���1�H�J�X�\�L�S�P�U�L�"���K�H�\�N�O�[�L�Y���,�Y�P�U���3�L�Z�O-

er; daughter Ingrid Anderson; daughter Kirsten 

Calderone (Chris) and their children Charlie 

and Caeden; son Ken (Jenny) and their chil-

dren Jack and Irene; and his siblings, Richard 

Lesher and Ruth Lesher, plus several nieces 

and their families.

A Celebration of Life will be held on Friday, 

June 24, 2022 (what would have been Bob's 

�����[�O���I�P�Y�[�O�K�H�`�����H�[�!���:�O�L�W�O�L�Y�K���V�M���[�O�L���7�Y�H�P�Y�P�L���3�\-

�[�O�L�Y�H�U���*�O�\�Y�J�O�����������������4�H�P�U���:�[�Y�L�L�[

Huntley, IL 60142. Visitation: 10:00-11:00 a.m., 

�:�L�Y�]�P�J�L�!�������!�������H���T�����(���S�P�N�O�[���S�\�U�J�O�L�V�U���^�P�S�S���I�L��

served following the service. The service will be 

live-streamed at www.sotp.org. In lieu of flow-

ers, donations may be made to The Audubon 

�:�V�J�P�L�[�`���V�Y���;�O�L���(�T�L�Y�P�J�H�U���:�[�Y�V�R�L���(�Z�Z�V�J�P�H�[�P�V�U��

The Lesher Family appreciates your thoughts, 

prayers, and messages of love and support.

D e a c o n  G e r a l d  " J e r r y "  K o e n i g

Gerald “Jerry” Louis Koenig was born June 

26, 1937 in Collinsville, Illinois, and died on 

December 23, 2021. Between those dates 

he lived a wonderful and blessed life. Jerry 

�P�Z���Z�\�Y�]�P�]�L�K���I�`���O�P�Z���^�P�M�L���3�H�5�L�S�S���4�H�O�S�L�Y���2�V�L�U�P�N��

and his three children and nine grandchildren, 

�2�L�U�K�H�S�S�����*�V�U�U�P�L�����2�V�L�U�P�N�·�2�H�S�L�I�����4�H�K�K�P�L�����

�3�L�H�O�����2�\�Y�[�����)�Y�L�U�K�H�����2�V�L�U�P�N�·�2�H�Y�S�����2�L�]�P�U�����

�2�Y�P�Z�[�P�H�U�����H�U�K���2�H�Y�S�H�����)�P�S�S�����2�V�L�O�U�L�·�(�P�K�L�U�����,�[�O�H�U��

����9�`�H�U�����H�Z���^�L�S�S���H�Z���[�O�Y�L�L���Z�P�I�S�P�U�N�Z�!���+�V�U�����4�H�Y�J�P�H����

�2�V�L�U�P�N�����+�H�Y�S�L�U�L���.�\�[�a�^�P�S�S�L�Y�����H�U�K���9�H�S�W�O�����:�\�L����

Koenig. Jerry also cherished LaNell’s chil-

�K�Y�L�U���H�U�K���N�Y�H�U�K�J�O�P�S�K�Y�L�U�����5�H�V�T�P���4�H�O�S�L�Y�����;�V�K�K��

�3�`�U�\�T���·�:�V�M�P�H������.�Y�H�J�L�����9�H�J�O�L�S�����)�Y�L�[�[�����2�Y�H�L-

�T�L�Y�·�(�U�K�Y�L�^������1�\�S�P�H�����H�U�K���4�H�[�[�O�L�^�����3�V�Y�L�U����

�4�H�O�S�L�Y�·�/�H�U�U�H�O�����/�L���^�H�Z���W�Y�L�J�L�K�L�K���P�U���K�L�H�[�O���I�`��

his parents Hilbert and Olinda Koenig; two sib-

�S�P�U�N�Z�����4�L�S�I�V�\�Y�U�L���2�V�L�U�P�N���H�U�K���+�V�S�V�Y�L�Z���;�O�H�`�L�Y�"��

�H�U�K���O�P�Z���I�L�S�V�]�L�K���^�P�M�L���4�H�Y�Q�����U�L�L���>�P�S�S����

�1�L�Y�Y�`���H�U�K���4�H�Y�Q���I�V�[�O���N�Y�H�K�\�H�[�L�K���M�Y�V�T���*�V�U�J�V�Y�K�P�H��

Teacher’s College (now Concordia University) 

in River Forest in 1960 with degrees in educa-

tion and were married August 14 of that year. 

Jerry later earned a master’s degree. After four 

�`�L�H�Y�Z���V�M���[�L�H�J�O�P�U�N���H�[���0�T�T�H�U�\�L�S���3�\�[�O�L�Y�H�U���:�J�O�V�V�S��

in Des Plaines, Jerry took a call to serve as a 

�Q�\�U�P�V�Y���O�P�N�O���[�L�H�J�O�L�Y���H�[���.�Y�H�J�L���3�\�[�O�L�Y�H�U���:�J�O�V�V�S��

�P�U���9�P�]�L�Y���-�V�Y�L�Z�[�����/�L���Z�L�Y�]�L�K���[�O�L�Y�L���M�V�Y���[�O�L���U�L�_�[��������

years, as teacher and then principal, investing 

in students and shaping them with God’s guid-

ance and grace. Over the years, at different 

times, he also led high school ministry, father/

�Z�V�U���J�H�U�V�L���[�Y�P�W�Z�����I�\�P�S�K�P�U�N���L�_�W�H�U�Z�P�V�U���W�Y�V�Q�L�J�[�Z����

and numerous other activities in the congre-

gation. In 2015, he received a commendation 

in recognition of 55 years of rostered ministry 

�I�`���[�O�L���,�]�H�U�N�L�S�P�J�H�S���3�\�[�O�L�Y�H�U���*�O�\�Y�J�O���P�U���(�T�L�Y�P-

ca, having originally served as an Associate in 

�4�P�U�P�Z�[�Y�`�����(�0�4�����H�U�K���S�H�[�L�Y���H�Z���H���+�L�H�J�V�U��

Jerry loved the outdoors—camping, hunting, 

fishing, and traveling—as well as his beloved 

�:�[�����3�V�\�P�Z���*�H�Y�K�P�U�H�S�Z�����/�L���J�H�T�W�L�K���^�P�[�O���O�P�Z���M�H�T�P�S�`
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around more than 30 states and visited many 

countries, chaperoning choirs and visiting 

international Christian schools. He enjoyed 

wood-working, gardening, and a good game 

�V�M���J�H�Y�K�Z�����4�V�Z�[���V�M���H�S�S�����O�L���[�Y�L�H�Z�\�Y�L�K���.�V�K�»�Z��

people—the students he taught and led, his 

many friends and colleagues, and the family he 

delighted in.

�(�M�[�L�Y���4�H�Y�Q�»�Z���K�L�H�[�O���P�U��������� �����1�L�Y�Y�`���H�U�K���3�H�5�L�S�S��

were married August 21, 2010. They enjoyed 

many years of travel and time with family and 

friends. In his last years, Jerry fought a valiant 

fight with Lewy-Body Dementia with Parkin-

sonism. LaNell’s care for Jerry during that time 

was an incredible blessing.

A visitation will be held at Grace Lutheran 

�*�O�\�Y�J�O���������������+�P�]�P�Z�P�V�U���:�[�����9�P�]�L�Y���-�V�Y�L�Z�[�����V�U��

Friday, January 28, 5-8pm, and a memori-

�H�S���Z�L�Y�]�P�J�L���V�U���:�H�[�\�Y�K�H� �̀����1�H�U�\�H�Y�`����� ���H�[�������H�T����

�4�L�T�V�Y�P�H�S���N�P�M�[�Z���T�H�`���I�L���N�P�]�L�U���[�V���.�Y�H�J�L���3�\�[�O�L�Y�H�U��

�:�J�O�V�V�S���P�U���9�P�]�L�Y���-�V�Y�L�Z�[��

R e v .  J o h n  H a y n e s  J o h n s o n

The Rev. John Haynes Johnson was born on 

�4�H�Y�J�O������������� �������P�U���*�O�P�J�H�N�V�����0�S�S�P�U�V�P�Z�����H�U�K���K�P�L�K��

on January 19, 2022. John is survived by his 

�^�P�M�L���+�V�Y�H���4�H�L���	�+�V�S�S�`�	���1�V�O�U�Z�V�U���H�U�K���[�O�L�P�Y���M�V�\�Y��

�Z�V�U�Z�����4�H�\�Y�P�J�L���	�4�H�\�Y�`�	���;�P�T�V�[�O�`���1�V�O�U�Z�V�U�����+�H�]�P�K��

Alan Johnson (daughter Caitlin Rae, son Ian, 

�N�Y�H�U�K�Z�V�U���*�L�K�H�Y�������4�H�Y�[�P�U���	�4�H�Y�[�`�	���+�\�H�U�L���1�V�O�U-

�Z�V�U�����H�U�K���,�Y�P�R���/�H�`�U�L�Z���1�V�O�U�Z�V�U�����K�H�\�N�O�[�L�Y���(�U�P�`�H������

He was preceded in death by his parents John 

�4�H�Y�[�P�U���H�U�K���/�L�S�L�U�L�����/�H�`�U�L�Z�����1�V�O�U�Z�V�U�"���[�O�Y�L�L��

�Z�P�I�S�P�U�N�Z�����1�H�U�L�[���/�L�S�L�U�L���5�P�S�Z�L�U�����4�H�Y�[�O�H���(�U�U��

�:�O�L�Y�T�H�U�����H�U�K���[�O�L���9�L�]�����4�H�Y�]�P�U���(�U�K�Y�L�^���1�V�O�U-

�Z�V�U�"���H�U�K���L�S�K�L�Z�[���Z�V�U���1�V�O�U���4�H�Y�R���1�V�O�U�Z�V�U��

John loved to preach and serve God. Called 

to the ministry at an early age, he fulfilled his 

mother’s wishes to have her two boys become 

�W�H�Z�[�V�Y�Z�����/�L���N�Y�H�K�\�H�[�L�K���M�Y�V�T���:�[�����6�S�H�M���*�V�S�S�L�N�L��

�P�U����� �������H�U�K���3�\�[�O�L�Y���:�L�T�P�U�H�Y�`���P�U����� ���������/�P�Z���M�P�Y�Z�[��

�J�H�S�S���[�V�V�R���O�P�T���[�V���Y�\�Y�H�S���5�V�Y�[�O���+�H�R�V�[�H���U�L�H�Y���4�P�U�V�[����

at three small rural farming community church-

es in Kief, Balfour, and Butte from 1952 to 

1955. From there, he went on to serve Burke 

�3�\�[�O�L�Y�H�U���*�O�\�Y�J�O���P�U���4�H�K�P�Z�V�U�����>�P�Z�J�V�U�Z�P�U�����^�O�P�S�L��

raising his first four boys from 1955 to 1963.

�;�O�L���U�L�_�[���I�P�N���J�O�H�S�S�L�U�N�L���1�V�O�U���M�H�J�L�K���^�H�Z���^�O�L�U��

the church called on him to start a new mission 

in the town of Riverton in west central Wyo-

ming, in the middle of the Wind River Indian 

Reservation. At the time of his call, Riverton 

was a booming uranium mining town that 

�X�\�P�J�R�S�`���^�L�U�[���I�\�Z�[���\�W�V�U���O�P�Z���H�Y�Y�P�]�H�S�����;�O�L���L�_�W�L�J-

tation of starting one new congregation and 

building a church of worship was challenging 

�L�U�V�\�N�O�����`�L�[���^�O�P�S�L���[�O�L�Y�L�����O�L���I�\�P�S�[���[�^�V�!���:�[�����1�V�O�U�»�Z��

Lutheran Church in Riverton (1963-1968) and 

Faith Lutheran Church in Lander (1965-1968). 

He loved the people and the natural wonders 

of Wyoming, becoming an avid trout fisherman 

and a deer and elk hunter. He always had his 

fishing gear in the trunk when out visiting pa-

rishioners and would often stop to “fish a little” 

in the creeks he passed on the way home. 
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�<�U�M�V�Y�[�\�U�H�[�L�S� �̀����K�\�Y�P�U�N���[�O�P�Z���[�P�T�L�����O�L���X�\�P�L�[�S�`���Z�\�M-

fered from depression due to the burdensome 

�L�_�W�L�J�[�H�[�P�V�U�Z���[�O�H�[���J�V�T�L���^�P�[�O���I�\�P�S�K�P�U�N���H���N�Y�V�^�P�U�N��

mission church, especially in the face of River-

ton’s challenges.

As he left Riverton, John was given a fresh start 

when he was called to serve a mission church 

�P�U���[�O�L���P�U�U�L�Y���J�P�[�`���V�M���*�O�P�J�H�N�V���H�[���4�V�Y�L�S�H�U�K���3�\�[�O�L�Y-

�H�U���*�O�\�Y�J�O�����M�Y�V�T����� �������[�V����� ���������4�V�Y�L�S�H�U�K���^�H�Z��

an old Norwegian Lutheran congregation—in 

the Austin neighborhood of west Chicago—in 

the midst of rapid urban decline and white 

�Å�P�N�O�[�����;�O�L���J�O�\�Y�J�O���^�H�U�[�L�K���1�V�O�U���[�V���P�U�J�Y�L�H�Z�L��

membership and donations, but he recognized 

that the community he was serving needed 

greater access to social services and assis-

tance. Arising from this need, John attempted 

to provide a community daycare in the church 

basement, but this was met with resistance and 

challenges. As a result, John left the parish and 

pursued a career outside of the congregation.

�>�O�P�S�L���L�_�W�S�V�Y�P�U�N���V�[�O�L�Y���J�H�Y�L�L�Y���V�W�[�P�V�U�Z�����H���U�L�^��

�L�_�J�P�[�P�U�N���W�O�H�Z�L���V�M���O�P�Z���S�P�M�L���I�L�N�H�U�����/�L���Y�L�T�H�P�U�L�K��

committed to the church, preaching as a supply 

pastor in the Chicago area. He kept his sense 

of humor, coming up with a business calling 

�J�H�Y�K���[�O�H�[���Y�L�H�K�����¸�/�H�]�L���:�L�Y�T�V�U�����>�P�S�S���;�Y�H�]�L�S���	��

During this new phase of his ministry, John 

continued his education, earning a master’s de-

�N�Y�L�L���P�U���I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z���H�[���.�V�]�L�Y�U�V�Y�»�Z���:�[�H�[�L���<�U�P�]�L�Y�Z�P�[� �̀���

and starting a new career with a full-time job in 

�U�V�U���W�Y�V�Ä�[���M�\�U�K�Y�H�P�Z�P�U�N��

While keeping his full-time job in Chicago, John 

�Z�[�H�Y�[�L�K���Ä�S�S�P�U�N���P�U���H�Z���H���Y�L�N�\�S�H�Y���Z�\�W�W�S�`���W�H�Z�[�V�Y���H�[��

�:�[�����7�H�\�S���Z���3�\�[�O�L�Y�H�U���*�O�\�Y�J�O���P�U���;�V�U�P�J�H�����0�S�S�P�U�V�P�Z����

a small farming community about 100 miles 

�Z�V�\�[�O�^�L�Z�[���V�M���*�O�P�J�H�N�V�����:�[�����7�H�\�S�»�Z���^�V�\�S�K���I�L�J�V�T�L��

�O�P�Z���Q�V� �̀����)�L�P�U�N���H���:�\�U�K�H�`�Z���V�U�S�`���W�Y�L�H�J�O�L�Y�����O�L��

would joke how the parishioners could only die 

and get married on the weekends. For 19 years 

�O�L���Q�V�`�M�\�S�S�`���Z�L�Y�]�L�K���[�O�L���W�L�V�W�S�L���V�M���:�[���7�H�\�S�»�Z��

�1�V�O�U���V�]�J�P�H�S�S�`���Y�L�[�P�Y�L�K���P�U����� � �������/�H�]�P�U�N���M�\�S�Ä�S�S�L�K��

his mother’s wishes of becoming a minister, he 

came full circle after retirement by serving part-

time as the chaplain at Bethesda Nursing Home 

in northwest Chicago. In his waning years, 

spending more time with his family, he retired 

completely from the ministry.

However, his career wasn’t the only highlight of 

his life. During his time at seminary, while intern-

�P�U�N���H�[���6�\�Y���:�H�]�P�V�Y�»�Z���3�\�[�O�L�Y�H�U���*�O�\�Y�J�O���P�U���6�T�H�O�H����

Nebraska, in 1950, he met the love of his life, 

�+�V�Y�H���4�H�L���1�V�O�U�Z�V�U�����;�O�L�`���J�L�S�L�I�Y�H�[�L�K���[�O�L�P�Y�������[�O��

wedding anniversary this past December. John 

was a loving and caring husband to Dolly. He 

�S�V�]�L�K���O�P�Z���Ä�]�L���I�V�`�Z�����[�V�V�R���[�O�L�T���[�Y�V�\�[���Ä�Z�O�P�U�N����

camping, and hunting in the Wyoming moun-

tains. He adored his granddaughters, Caitlin 

and Jasmine, and his grandson, Ian. And it was 

his great-grandson, Cedar, who lit a smile on 

his face in his last days. He will be remembered 

for his gentle loving soul.

�(���T�L�T�V�Y�P�H�S���Z�L�Y�]�P�J�L���P�Z���W�S�H�U�U�L�K���M�V�Y���:�H�[�\�Y�K�H� �̀���

�4�H�`���������H�[�����!�������W���T�����H�[���.�Y�H�J�L���3�\�[�O�L�Y�H�U���*�O�\�Y�J�O��

�������������+�P�]�P�Z�P�V�U���:�[�Y�L�L�[�����9�P�]�L�Y���-�V�Y�L�Z�[�����0�3�������;�O�L��

�M�H�T�P�S�`���^�V�\�S�K���Y�L�X�\�L�Z�[���[�O�H�[���P�U���S�P�L�\���V�M���N�P�M�[�Z���[�O�H�[���`�V�\��

make a deliberate "act of kindness" in John’s 

memory.

R E P O R T  O F  N E C RO LO G I S T  C O N T I N U E D . . .
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A d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  C l e r g y 

R o s t e r  b y  O r d i n a t i o n

Maria Rojas-Banda  04/17/21 

Pamela Voves 04/18/21

Nikkeya Berryhill 05/02/21

Julia Grafe 05/30/21

Lora Salley 06/13/21 

Kim Maschoff 10/16/21

A d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  R o s t e r 

b y  R i t e  o f  R e i n s t a t e m e n t

Linda Kay

Laura King

A d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  C l e r g y 

R o s t e r  b y  R i t e  o f  R e c e p t i o n

none

O n  L e a v e  f r o m  C a l l

Pr. Julie Boleyn

R o s t e r e d  L e a d e r s  C a l l e d 

t o  t h e  C h u r c h w i d e  O f f i c e

Rev. Nicolette Peñaranda

R o s t e r e d  L e a d e r s  C a l l e d 

t o  S p e c i a l i z e d  M i n i s t r y

Joanne Otte

Matthew Zemanick

Rev. Kim Maschoff
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R e s i g n a t i o n s

David Miller 8/11/2021 

R e m o v e d  F r o m  t h e  R o s t e r 

b y  D e a t h

Deacon Nancy L. Vaughn 03/19/21

Rev. Dr. Robert R. Lesher Jr. 09/06/21

Deacon Gerald L. Koenig 12/23/21

Rev. John Haynes Johnson 01/19/22

R e m o v e d  F r o m  t h e  R o s t e r

David Miller 8/11/2021

Haye Shim 10/1/2021

T r a n s f e r s  I n

Rev. Pongtep Chutimapongrat  

�7�H�J�P�M�P�J�H���:�`�U�V�K

Rev. Ann Gonyea-Alexander  

�0�U���5�V�Y�[�O�L�Y�U���.�Y�L�H�[���3�H�R�L�Z���:�`�U�V�K��

Rev. Laura Harris-Ferree  

�5�V�Y�[�O�^�L�Z�[���>�H�Z�O�P�U�N�[�V�U���:�`�U�V�K

Rev. Carl Johnson  

�.�Y�L�H�[�L�Y���4�P�S�^�H�\�R�L�L���:�`�U�V�K

Rev. Mark Sloss  

�0�U�K�P�H�U�H���2�L�U�[�\�J�R�`���:�`�U�V�K

Rev. Michael Stadie  

�5�V�Y�[�O�L�H�Z�[�L�Y�U���0�V�^�H���:�`�U�V�K

Rev. Christine Thompson  

�:�V�\�[�O�L�H�Z�[���4�P�J�O�P�N�H�U���:�`�U�V�K��

T r a n s f e r s  O u t

Deacon Sally Almen

�.�Y�H�U�K���*�H�U�`�V�U���:�`�U�V�K

Rev. Brittany Baurle-Kooi  

�9�V�J�R�`���4�V�\�U�[�H�P�U���:�`�U�V�K��

Rev. James Hearne  

�.�Y�L�H�[�L�Y���4�P�S�^�H�\�R�L�L���:�`�U�V�K

Rev. David Hulse  

�5�L�^���,�U�N�S�H�U�K���:�`�U�V�K

Deacon Hugh Kress  

�,�H�Z�[���*�L�U�[�Y�H�S���:�`�U�V�K���V�M���>�P�Z�J�V�U�Z�P�U��

Rev. Diane Johnson  

�:�V�\�[�O�L�H�Z�[�L�Y�U���4�P�U�U�L�Z�V�[�H���:�`�U�V�K

Rev. Jay Terry "JT" Miller  

�5�V�Y�[�O�L�Y�U���;�L�_�H�Z�������5�V�Y�[�O�L�Y�U���3�V�\�Z�P�H�U�H���:�`�U�V�K

Rev. Daniel Ruen 

�:�H�P�U�[���7�H�\�S���(�Y�L�H���:�`�U�V�K��

Rev. Sarah Stumme  

�.�Y�L�H�[�L�Y���4�P�S�^�H�\�R�L�L���:�`�U�V�K

C O N T I N U E D . . .
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C H A N G E S  I N  S Y N O D  RO S T E R  A N D  C O N G R E GAT I O N S  C O N T I N U E D . . .

C o n g r e g a t i o n s  A d d e d

none 

C o n g r e g a t i o n s  O r g a n i z e d

none

C o n g r e g a t i o n s  C l o s e d

Bethel-Imani Lutheran Church 

Chicago, Illinois 01/30/21

Martin Luther Lutheran Church

Chicago, Illinois 04/04/21

St. James Lutheran Church  

Chicago, Illinois 05/08/21

Grace Lutheran Church  

Westchester, Illinois 05/13/21

St. Philip Lutheran Church  

Blue Island, Illinois 05/23/21

C o n g r e g a t i o n s  R e m o v e d  F r o m 

E L C A  R o s t e r

none

R e t i r e d  R o s t e r  L e a d e r s

Rev. Roger Crum 06/01/21

Rev. Said Ailabounie 07/01/21

Deacon William Decker 07/01/21

Rev. Jay Trygstad 07/01/21

Rev. Peter Hellstedt 08/01/21

S y n o d  A u t h o r i z e d  W o r s h i p i n g 

C o m m u n i t i e s

none
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Treasurer ’s Report
Y V E T T E  M .  N E W B E R R Y W H I T E

“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever 

gift each of you has received.  Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very 

words of God; whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so 

that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory 

and the power forever and ever. Amen.”

 — 1 Peter 4:10-11

�-�V�Y���[�O�L���M�P�Z�J�H�S���`�L�H�Y���L�U�K�L�K���1�H�U�\�H�Y�`�����������������������[�O�L���:�`�U�V�K���Y�L�J�L�P�]�L�K���J�V�U�N�Y�L�N�H�[�P�V�U�H�S���I�L�U�L�]�V�S�L�U�J�L���P�U���[�O�L��

�H�T�V�\�U�[���V�M����������� ����� �������L�X�\�H�S�P�U�N��� �������V�M���[�O�L���H�U�[�P�J�P�W�H�[�L�K���I�\�K�N�L�[�L�K���H�T�V�\�U�[�����Z�S�P�N�O�[�S�`���H�I�V�]�L���[�O�L���W�Y�P�V�Y��

year.  We continue to be blessed in your stewardship and our partnership together — congrega-

�[�P�V�U�Z�����P�U�K�P�]�P�K�\�H�S�Z�����H�U�K���V�\�Y���W�H�Y�[�U�L�Y�Z���·���P�U���T�P�U�P�Z�[�Y�`���P�U���[�O�P�Z���N�Y�L�H�[���:�`�U�V�K����

�;�O�L���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���[�O�P�Z���`�L�H�Y���K�P�Z�[�Y�P�I�\�[�L�K�������������������������·����� �����V�M���\�U�Y�L�Z�[�Y�P�J�[�L�K���J�V�U�N�Y�L�N�H�[�P�V�U�H�S���I�L�U�L�]�V-

lence received — to program ministry support of our partner institutions. 9 percent of this sum went 

to organizations and agencies in budgeted grants. The remainder of partner institutional support 

represents our tithe of 50 percent of received benevolence to the ministry of the larger Church in the 

amount of $1,355,850 to the Churchwide Organization. This is shown in the supplemental sched-

ules of the annual report. All designated funds received are forwarded to the designee in a timely 

�M�H�Z�O�P�V�U�����;�O�L���H�K�T�P�U�P�Z�[�Y�H�[�P�]�L���V�W�L�Y�H�[�P�U�N���L�_�W�L�U�Z�L�Z���V�M���[�O�L���:�`�U�V�K���^�L�Y�L������������������������

C O N T I N U E D . . .  

We continue to be blessed 

in your stewardship and our 

partnership together — con-

gregations, individuals, and 

our partners — in ministry in 

this great Synod. 
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T R E A S U R E R ' S  R E P O R T  C O N T I N U E D . . .

�+�\�Y�P�U�N���[�O�L���W�H�Z�[���Z�L�]�L�Y�H�S���`�L�H�Y�Z�����V�^�U�L�Y�Z�O�P�W���P�U�[�L�Y�L�Z�[���P�U���Y�L�H�S���L�Z�[�H�[�L���W�Y�V�W�L�Y�[�P�L�Z���Y�L�]�L�Y�[�L�K���[�V���[�O�L���:�`�U�V�K��

�[�O�Y�V�\�N�O���J�V�U�N�Y�L�N�H�[�P�V�U�H�S���K�P�Z�Z�V�S�\�[�P�V�U�����;�O�L���:�`�U�V�K���O�H�Z���Y�L�J�V�Y�K�L�K���[�O�L���]�H�S�\�L���V�M���[�O�L�Z�L���W�Y�V�W�L�Y�[�P�L�Z���I�H�Z�L�K���V�U��

real estate appraised values, sale prices or current offer prices. The accumulated value of some of 

�[�O�L�Z�L���W�Y�V�W�L�Y�[�P�L�Z���^�L�Y�L���Z�L�[���H�Z�P�K�L���P�U���[�O�L���-�\�U�K���M�V�Y���4�P�Z�Z�P�V�U�����^�O�P�J�O�����H�S�V�U�N���^�P�[�O���J�V�U�[�Y�P�I�\�[�P�V�U�Z���M�Y�V�T���P�U�K�P-

viduals and our congregations, totaled $10.4 million by fiscal year end. These funds are invested in 

�[�O�L���,�3�*�(���,�U�K�V�^�T�L�U�[���-�\�U�K���H�U�K���;�O�Y�P�]�L�U�[���0�U�]�L�Z�[�T�L�U�[���4�H�U�H�N�L�T�L�U�[���^�P�[�O���L�H�Y�U�P�U�N�Z���H�]�H�P�S�H�I�S�L���M�V�Y���M�\�[�\�Y�L��

mission development.

�0�U�J�S�\�K�L�K���P�U���[�O�L���H�\�K�P�[�L�K���M�P�U�H�U�J�P�H�S���Z�[�H�[�L�T�L�U�[�Z���M�V�Y���[�O�L���W�H�Z�[���`�L�H�Y���P�Z���H���N�H�P�U���V�U���P�U�]�L�Z�[�T�L�U�[�Z���V�M���H�W�W�Y�V�_�P-

�T�H�[�L�S�`����������������� �����;�O�P�Z���P�Z���K�\�L���Z�V�S�L�S�`���[�V���[�O�L���H�J�J�V�\�U�[�P�U�N���Z�[�H�U�K�H�Y�K���Y�L�X�\�P�Y�P�U�N���[�O�H�[���^�L���Y�L�J�V�Y�K���[�O�L���-�\�U�K��

�P�U�]�L�Z�[�T�L�U�[�Z���H�[���T�H�Y�R�L�[���]�H�S�\�L���H�U�K���Z�O�V�^���[�O�L���\�U�Y�L�H�S�P�a�L�K���N�H�P�U�Z������S�V�Z�Z�L�Z���P�U���[�O�L���P�U�J�V�T�L���Z�[�H�[�L�T�L�U�[�����>�L��

have NOT sold these investments and the market values fluctuate daily.

For the 2023-year budget, presented for approval at this Assembly, the partnership sharing through 

�*�O�\�Y�J�O�^�P�K�L���P�Z�����������V�M���\�U�Y�L�Z�[�Y�P�J�[�L�K���I�L�U�L�]�V�S�L�U�J�L���Y�L�J�L�P�]�L�K�����;�O�P�Z���Z�\�W�W�V�Y�[�����H�S�V�U�N���^�P�[�O���V�\�Y���T�P�U�P�Z�[�Y�`��

�[�O�Y�V�\�N�O���:�`�U�V�K���W�H�Y�[�U�L�Y�Z�����[�V�[�H�S�Z����� �����V�M���[�O�L���I�\�K�N�L�[��

We continue to adapt to new ways of proclaiming God’s glory and power in the world, from the 

sharing of financial resources to new ways of being community together and serving others. In some 

ways the world seems different, but as we serve our congregations, communities, and the greater 

church with our gifts, including our financial ones, we are reminded that as good stewards of the 

manifold grace of God we go forth with the strength that God supplies. Good stewards, yes, by 

�.�V�K�»�Z���N�Y�H�J�L�����;�O�L���4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U���*�O�P�J�H�N�V���:�`�U�V�K���V�M���[�O�L���,�]�H�U�N�L�S�P�J�H�S���3�\�[�O�L�Y�H�U���*�O�\�Y�J�O���P�U���(�T�L�Y�P�J�H���P�Z���Z�V��

thankful for your continued partnership in God’s mission.

Yvet te M. NewberryWhite 

�:�`�U�V�K���;�Y�L�H�Z�\�Y�L�Y�����4�L�[�Y�V�W�V�S�P�[�H�U���*�O�P�J�H�N�V���:�`�U�V�K�����,�3�*�(
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2023 Budget Notes

�+�\�Y�P�U�N���[�O�L���W�H�Z�[���Z�L�]�L�Y�H�S���`�L�H�Y�Z�����V�^�U�L�Y�Z�O�P�W���P�U�[�L�Y�L�Z�[���P�U���Y�L�H�S���L�Z�[�H�[�L���W�Y�V�W�L�Y�[�P�L�Z���Y�L�]�L�Y�[�L�K���[�V���[�O�L���:�`�U�V�K��

Budgeted revenues remain the same from 2022 to 2023.  Interest income is projected higher based 

on the current market outlook.

�;�O�L���,�U�K�V�^�T�L�U�[���4�H�U�H�N�L�T�L�U�[���-�L�L���P�U�J�Y�L�H�Z�L�Z���M�Y�V�T���������������������[�V�����������������������^�P�[�O�P�U���[�O�L���P�U�K�\�Z�[�Y�`���Z�[�H�U-

�K�H�Y�K�������������V�M���L�U�K�V�^�T�L�U�[���I�H�S�H�U�J�L�Z�������(�[���[�O�L���I�L�N�P�U�U�P�U�N���V�M���V�\�Y���M�P�Z�J�H�S���`�L�H�Y���������������������V�\�Y���L�U�K�V�^�T�L�U�[���[�V�[�H�S��

balance was $11,538,364.  The management fee is included in revenues as part of the balanced 

budget.  In the three budget years since this strategy has been implemented, no funds have been 

withdrawn from the endowment for this purpose.

�0�U���[�O�L���H�Y�L�H���V�M���7�H�Y�[�U�L�Y���4�P�U�P�Z�[�Y�P�L�Z�����N�Y�H�U�[���W�L�Y�J�L�U�[�H�N�L�Z���^�L�Y�L���H�K�Q�\�Z�[�L�K�����^�P�[�O���U�V���U�L�[���J�O�H�U�N�L���V�]�L�Y�H�S�S�������;�^�V��

�S�V�U�N���[�P�T�L���W�H�Y�[�U�L�Y�Z���^�P�S�S���[�Y�H�U�Z�P�[�P�V�U���[�V���M�\�U�K�P�U�N���V�W�W�V�Y�[�\�U�P�[�P�L�Z���[�O�Y�V�\�N�O���[�O�L���-�\�U�K���M�V�Y���4�P�Z�Z�P�V�U���Z�L�T�P�H�U�U�\�H�S��

disbursements.  This will enable two new partners to benefit from this funding in 2023, to be deter-

�T�P�U�L�K���I�`���[�O�L���:�`�U�V�K���*�V�\�U�J�P�S�������<�U�[�P�S���[�O�H�[���K�L�[�L�Y�T�P�U�H�[�P�V�U���P�Z���T�H�K�L�����[�O�L���*�V�\�U�J�P�S���O�H�Z���K�P�Y�L�J�[�L�K���[�O�L���M�\�U�K�P�U�N��

�[�V���I�L���[�L�T�W�V�Y�H�Y�P�S�`���H�K�K�L�K���[�V���[�O�L���3�\�[�O�L�Y�H�U���:�V�J�P�H�S���:�L�Y�]�P�J�L�Z���V�M���0�S�S�P�U�V�P�Z���T�V�U�[�O�S�`���N�Y�H�U�[��

�7�L�Y�Z�V�U�U�L�S���M�\�U�K�Z���O�H�]�L���I�L�L�U���P�U�J�Y�L�H�Z�L�K���I�`�������������M�Y�V�T�������������H�J�[�\�H�S�Z�����[�V���J�V�]�L�Y���Z�H�S�H�Y�`���P�U�J�Y�L�H�Z�L�Z���H�U�K���[�O�L��

projected rise in benefit costs. 
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