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  January 5, 2021
Baptism of Our Lord (January 10,2021)
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The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all people.
	Readings


· Isaiah 60:1-6 - Nations come to the light

· Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 - All kings shall bow down before him. (Ps. 72:11)

· Ephesians 3:1-12 - The gospel’s promise extends to all

· Matthew 2:1-12 - Revelation of Christ to the nations of the earth

 -----------------
This Radiance Marks Our True Home

Humans have an almost universal longing for home. We long for those memories of security or comfort, we long for familiar paths and sidewalks and the old oak tree in the back yard. We long for what was, knowing we can never return once we have been changed by life. For some this means we live forever as wanderers and refugees. In the gospel text, Jesus and his family are refugees far from their home in Galilee. Shortly after the events in this text they will leave for Egypt, fleeing from Herod’s persecutions and becoming political refugees.

Still, no matter where we are or how far we travel, as Christians we are always home. Even secular notions of home are more about what physical location means to us, rather than mere location. This is particularly true for us as God’s people. For the children of God, home is less place than it is experience of the presence of God. It is the glory and wonder of a restored Jerusalem, and as Isaiah promises: “Then you shall see and be radiant” (Isa. 60:5). Home is being in the company of God’s people gathered from the ends of the earth and dining together. Home is that holy place in the presence of God where everyone has a place at the table and all are treated equally.

This is a home everyone can recognize and everyone can experience. This is a home for those whose families are broken, a home for those who are homeless, a home for all people. This is the place Jesus creates for us. So we travel on, with a star to guide us, until finally that star shines down on our home. We enter slowly, maybe even with trepidation, and are overwhelmed with joy. What else can we do but offer Jesus the best we have: our very lives?

 -----------------------------------------
Welcome to LIRS Culture Kitchen!
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SITUATION REPORT

NASHVILLE BOMBING

@ JANUARY 5, 2020 O TENNESSEE

SITUATION

On December 25, 2020, a bomb
inan RV exploded in the streets
of downtown Nashville,
Tennessee. Approximately 400
people lost their homes and an
additional 1,200 people lost their
jobs as at least 40 businesses in
the area were damaged. Included
in the damages was a
communications service facility,
which affected networks
throughout the region.

RESPONSE

Southeastern Synod is

Connexion, and Catholic

needs.

HOow

CAN HELP

Pray

Lutheran Disaster Response is
supporting the Southeastern Synod
of the ELCA in the aftermath of the
bombing in Nashville. The

providing disaster chaplains to
deliver spiritual and emotional care
to those impacted by the bombing.
They will also work with partners
such as the Salvation Army,

Charities to address immediate

Let us pray for the people who have been affected by the bombing in Nashville. May God's

healing presence give them peace and hope in their time of need.

Give
Contribute to Lutheran Disaster Response (Give where needed most).

Connect

Share our posts on your social mediasites and follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Follow us and stay updated on the latest with Lutheran Disaster



Want to try something fun and different? Check out the LIRS Culture Kitchen.  In this series, LIRS CEO Krish O'Mara Vignarajah meets with immigrant chefs, restaurant owners, and others in the culinary world to learn how to cook traditional dishes. Along the way, expect insightful conversations about food, culture, the state of immigration, and why we always seem to gather in the kitchen. The next guest, Stacey Mei Fan Yong, is the creator of the 50 Pies/50 States project. Learn more at 50pies50states.com! It will be available on Jan 12, 2021 at 05:30 PM Cebtral Time (US and Canada)
Situation Report - NASHVILLE BOMBING
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SITUATION: On December 25, 2020, a bomb in an RV exploded in the streets of downtown Nashville, Tennessee. Approximately 400 people lost their homes and an additional 1,200 people lost their jobs as at least 40 businesses in the area were damaged. Included in the damages was a communications service facility, which affected networks throughout the region.
RESPONSE: Lutheran Disaster Response is supporting the Southeastern Synod of the ELCA in the aftermath of the bombing in Nashville. The Southeastern Synod is providing disaster chaplains to deliver spiritual and emotional care to those impacted by the bombing. They will also work with partners such as the Salvation Army, Connexion, and Catholic Charities to address immediate needs. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

Give: Contribute to Lutheran Disaster Response (Give where needed most). 

Pray: Let us pray for the people who have been affected by the bombing in Nashville. May God’s healing presence give them peace and hope in their time of need. 

Connect: Share our posts on your social media sites and follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.  (MORE)
Lutheran World Relief -Season of Hope: Lent 2021 
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As we approach Lent, so many of our neighbors around the world are longing to experience — to truly touch, hear, see, smell and taste — the hope that only Jesus can bring. Meanwhile, we know your congregation is restless and eager to be Christ’s hands and feet in a world reeling from hardship.  

During this sacred time, will you join LWR in serving our poorest neighbors by providing real, tangible hope? Your congregation can help by gathering and assembling Personal Care Kits, either individually or in socially distanced groups, to fill our empty warehouse shelves. 

We’ve also created a full suite of resources for congregational leaders called “Sensing Hope,” including a 5-week sermon series and individual or small group guides — all of which can be used digitally or in-person to nurture hope and action in your congregation during these 40 days. 
Everything you need to get started can be found by clicking here and scrolling down.
BOLD WOMEN’S DAY

Bold Women’s Day—observed annually on the fourth Sunday of February—celebrates all Lutheran women who have acted or are acting boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. Some women are bold in their unceasing prayers. Other women are bold in their service to those in need. Still other women are bold in their advocacy or through their hospitality. Whether living out their bold story of faith in the workplace, family home or community, their faith compels them to make a difference in the lives of others. It’s all about living out our baptismal call, about being a disciple of Christ. Are you bold? Congregations may want to celebrate by using the Facebook cover photo and also download ideas found by clicking here to celebrate and promote Bold Women’s Day.
	
	Event/Activity
	Resources

	Jan 6, 2021 at 7pm CST
	Joint Synodical Epiphany of Our Lord service
	Visit the MCS Facebook page

	Feb 11, 2021, 6:30pm - 8:00pm (Central )
	“Confronting Christian Zionism as Faithful Witness”  presented by the Working Group on the Middle East
	Register by February 10th at: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcoceygrz4vGtzrgpEDjEzM8Vyn3PetcyWE  

	June , 2021
	Mission Moments - 33rd Annual Synod Assembly of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod, a virtual event
	For more information visit http://www.mcselca.org/assembly/

	August 3-5, 2021
	The Eleventh Triennial Convention of Women of the ELCA, Phoenix, Ariz
	For more information visit https://www.womenoftheelca.org/eleventh-triennial-convention 

	August 14, 2021
	35th Annual Lutherdale Fest Quilt Auction 
	For more information visit https://www.lutherdale.org/ 

	July 24-28, 2022
	ELCA Youth Gathering - Boundless: God Beyond Measure, Minneapolis, MN
	https://www.elca.org/YouthGathering/COVID19

	August 8- 13, 2022.
	2022 Churchwide Assembly 

Columbus, OH at the Greater Columbus Convention Center 
	For more information check 

www.elca.org 
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Thursday, February 11, 2021 - 6:30 to 8:00pm (csT)

and Palestinian Arab Christians in the Holy Land,
and equip American Christians to respond

Presentations by
Rev. Dr. Fahed Abuakel and Rev. Dr. Robert 0. Smith
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Mission Interpretation


Telling stories of our hands doing God’s work





Mission Memo #510








Devotion is from “SundaysandSeasons.com”
 Mission Memo 510

