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  January 27, 2021
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany (January 31,2021)
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 In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for God; in Psalm 111 God shows the people the power of God’s works. For the church these are ways of pointing to the unique authority people sensed in Jesus’ actions and words. We encounter that authority in God’s word, around which we gather, the word that prevails over any lesser spirit that would claim power over us, freeing us to follow Jesus.
	Readings


· Deuteronomy 18:15-20 - The prophet speaks with God’s authority

· Psalm 111 - The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. (Ps. 111:10)

· 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 - Limits to liberty: the case of food offered to idols

· Mark 1:21-28 - The healing of one with an unclean spirit

 -----------------
Rules or Relationship?

Do you want to be right, or do you want to have a relationship? When a teenager spends $200 on the world’s coolest sunglasses is it the time to comment on the foolishness of the purchase or to simply smile and nod? May the people of Corinth eat meat sacrificed to idols? Paul seems to suggest that it does not really matter where the meat comes from. What matters is how the people you care about feel about that meat. Will it challenge their faith? Will it become a stumbling block to the weak? Do you want to be right, or do you want to have a relationship?

This theme continues in the gospel. The laws prohibiting work on the sabbath carry deep meaning for many people of faith, and yet on this sabbath Jesus rebukes an unclean spirit and frees a man. Jesus chooses to care for the man and to free him, rather than worry over the details of the law. In this instance Jesus is not condemned for his choice, as he will be later. But his fame begins to spread throughout the region. That too will later prove dangerous, yet it is also a sign of the evangelical nature of the faith. This is not a private faith, held closely and kept hidden. Rather it is an outgoing faith spread from person to person throughout the world.

To this day people continue to place barriers and restrictions on the faith. Congregations do this in intentional ways, for example, by setting a minimum age for receiving holy communion. The benefits of these restrictions can be debated, but at least they are chosen intentionally. Churches also create unintentional barriers. Consider the clothes people wear to church each Sunday. Are many people wearing suits and ties? Do you see blue jeans? Do people wear shorts in the summer? What are some of the ways people might be kept from a relationship with Jesus by the barriers we create?

 -----------------------------------------
2021 ELCA FEDERAL POLICY PRIORITIES
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In the ELCA we believe that, through baptism, God is calling us into the world to  serve together. Shaped by the ELCA’s social teaching documents and the experiences of its congregations, ministries and partners, we advocate to end world hunger and stand up for policies that create opportunities to overcome poverty, promote peace and dignity, preserve God’s creation and promote racial and gender justice.

You will find ELCA faith-based advocates building relationships with policy makers, taking joint action with values-sharing issue partners, writing letters, making public comments, talking with neighbors, asking questions in town hall meetings — listening, learning, educating and visibly and skillfully asserting policy considerations guided by faith foundations.

In addition to faith-based advocacy organized by local congregations and synods, by Lutheran state public policy offices and by Lutheran Office for World Community representation to the United Nations (UN), the ELCA is active in Washington, D.C. The policy priorities on the federal horizon for 2021 are available as 

printable pdf.  For more information, click here.
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Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service: Welcoming the Biden-Harris Administration

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service CEO Krish O'Mara Vignarajah reflects  on the inauguration of President Biden and Vice President Harris, what the new administration means for immigrants and refugees, and the work still to be done.
[image: image2.jpg]S
) LUTHERAN

CAMPUS MINISTRY

CAMPUS MINISTRY
SUNDAY 2021

FEB. 7, 2021

10:30AM-NOON CDT ON Z0OM
(ALL ARE WELCOME; REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED)

Join LCMNU students for worship and learn how they
are exploring and living faith!

Please RSVP by Thursday Feb. 4th
Email lutherancmeu.northwestern.edu with

your name and preferred email address
The Zoom link will be sent to you by Feb. 6th
Questions? Call 847-864-7849





New Data Available: Hunger and Poverty by the Numbers for 2020
Many congregations have a special focus on hunger during Lent. Knowing the numbers for hunger and poverty can go a long way to helping us talk about the issues accurately and craft effective, forward-looking responses. ELCA World Hunger has compiled data from the most reliable sources we have for official numbers on poverty and hunger in the United States and around the world. Click here for the information and you can download slides to put directly into a presentation or use the numbers in your communications and work. There is also an entire Power Point presentation at the link at the end.
	
	Event/Activity
	Resources

	Feb 11, 2021, 6:30pm - 8:00pm (Central )
	“Confronting Christian Zionism as Faithful Witness”  presented by the Working Group on the Middle East
	Register by February 10th at: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcoceygrz4vGtzrgpEDjEzM8Vyn3PetcyWE  

	Feb13, 2021, 9 AM-4 PM
	Lutherdale’s Second Annual Fabric Frenzy - quality fabrics at discount prices!
	For more information visit https://www.lutherdale.org/programs/upcoming-events/ 

	June , 2021
	Mission Moments - 33rd Annual Synod Assembly of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod, a virtual event
	For more information visit http://www.mcselca.org/assembly/

	August 3-5, 2021
	The Eleventh Triennial Convention of Women of the ELCA, Phoenix, Ariz
	For more information visit https://www.womenoftheelca.org/eleventh-triennial-convention 

	August 14, 2021
	35th Annual Lutherdale Fest Quilt Auction 
	For more information visit https://www.lutherdale.org/ 

	July 24-28, 2022
	ELCA Youth Gathering - Boundless: God Beyond Measure, Minneapolis, MN
	https://www.elca.org/YouthGathering/COVID19

	August 8- 13, 2022.
	2022 Churchwide Assembly 

Columbus, OH at the Greater Columbus Convention Center 
	For more information check 

www.elca.org 
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Mission Interpretation


Telling stories of our hands doing God’s work





Mission Memo #513








Devotion is from “SundaysandSeasons.com”
 Mission Memo 513


