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  February 9, 2021
Transfiguration of Our Lord / Last Sunday after Epiphany
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 (February 14,2021)
The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three disciples’ vision of his transfiguration. In Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit descending and hears the words from heaven. But now Jesus’ three closest friends hear the same words naming him God’s Beloved. As believers, Paul writes, we are enabled to see the God-light in Jesus’ face, because the same God who created light in the first place has shone in our hearts to give us that vision. The light of God’s glory in Jesus has enlightened us through baptism and shines in us also for others to see.
	Readings


· 2 Kings 2:1-12 - Elijah taken up to heaven and succeeded by Elisha

· Psalm 50:1-6 - Out of Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth in glory. (Ps. 50:2)

· 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 - God’s light seen clearly in the face of Christ

· Mark 9:2-9 - Revelation of Christ as God’s beloved Son

 -----------------
Transfiguration: Amazing Then and Now

Imagine what would happen if someone from the days of Jesus were suddenly transported to our present. How would someone accustomed to walking everywhere respond to driving in a car at top speed, let alone flying in a jet? How would someone who spends their life depending on—at best—oil lamps for light respond to electric lights? It is fun to muse at how people might respond, as we reflect on how sophisticated we are.

Now imagine if the scene were reversed. How would someone accustomed to understanding much in the world around them respond to an event as otherworldly as the transfiguration? We understand volcanoes and the northern lights. We can explain lightning and thunder. We know about germs and disease transmission. So what would we do when confronted with something so amazing, awesome, and unexplainable?

The transfiguration is one of those ancient events that still puzzle us. What really happened to Jesus that day? Since we cannot go back to that time, we are left to speculate. We take stabs in the dark and make educated guesses, but at the end of the day we are left with a holy mystery to ponder.

Whatever happened that day, there is a timeless spiritual reality behind the physical details Mark gives us. God sometimes uses extreme and amazing methods to transform us when we open ourselves to the Holy Spirit. God’s spirit transfigured Jesus then. That same Spirit is still transforming people today. We don’t have to explain first-century miracles to trust that God’s transforming Spirit is timeless and at work within each of us today. We do not have to understand everything to see the beauty of God at work in the world, continually transfiguring us into the people we were created to be.

 -----------------------------------------
LIRS Applauds Administration Action on Refugees 
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President Biden announced his intention to approve an executive order that establishes guiding principles for his administration’s implementation of the U.S. Refugee Admission Program, and paves the way for raising the annual admissions ceiling well above the record-low 15,000 set by the Trump administration, and committing to resettling 125,000 refugees in the administration’s first full fiscal year in office. 

The following is a statement by Krish O’Mara Vignarajah, president and CEO of Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, the nation’s largest faith-based nonprofit dedicated exclusively to serving refugees and vulnerable immigrant communities:
“With this announcement, President Biden has signaled to the world that the U.S. is proudly reassuming its responsibility as the world’s humanitarian leader. His commitment to significantly raise the refugee admissions ceiling is a bold recognition of the scope and scale of the worst global displacement crisis in history.
The human impact cannot be overstated – raising the admissions ceiling will be lifesaving for hundreds of thousands fleeing violence and persecution, simply because of the color of their skin, how they worship, or who they love. Families who have been forced to delay reunification for years because of admissions cuts and egregious processing delays may soon breathe a sigh of relief. 
Refugees may be newcomers, but they quickly become our neighbors, our friends, our children’s classmates, and our fellow congregants. We are extremely grateful that the new administration recognizes our common humanity, as well as the essential contributions refugees make to our society and our economy.
In the spirit of welcome, compassion, and generosity, we stand ready to rise to the laudable challenge of restoring refugee resettlement to historic norms and beyond. This will be a massive undertaking, but we are inspired by the service partners, congregations, volunteers, and advocates who are all so enthusiastic about bringing this vital work back from the brink of extinction.”
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Check out the latest news and upcoming events at Lutherdale. https://files.constantcontact.com/45497f7a001/97af167b-2a94-4a3c-af9c-16c4d2966949.pdf 

A Sample of the 2021 ELCA World Hunger Leadership Gathering

[image: image26.jpg]METROPOLITAN
CHICAGO SYNOD

OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN AMERIGA




What do religion and environment have to do with race and food systems? Is it   possible for one person, or one church to make a difference? How is food justice connected to other justice issues and what is food justice anyway?

Find the recording of Rev. Dr. Michelle Lewis' keynote session at the 2021 ELCA World Hunger Leadership Gathering: "The Gift of Food: What type of Gift are We Giving?" https://bit.ly/2Odw3Q1.  You will find more videos from the Gathering at this location as well.
Lutheran Disaster Response Gifts at work.
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18-year-old Tamara lives with her parents in the village of Chikufikeni in Malawi. In  2019, she began to learn tailoring to help support her parents. However, when the COVID-19 pandemic hit, tailoring jobs became difficult to find. Then she was presented with an opportunity through the Evangelical Lutheran Development Service in Malawi, who received a grant from Lutheran Disaster Response. This grant allowed them to train Tamara in the making of cloth masks. Not only did Tamara have a new source of income to help her family, she was also contributing to the prevention of COVID-19 in her community. “Cloth masks are an efficient way of preventing local transmission” explained Tamara. “At the same time, this trade will make me able to help my parents buy food and other basic necessities for my home.”
Celebrating Black History Month
Stories are sacred. They shape who we are and describe the people, places, and  situations from which we came. Some months back, Bishop Yehiel Curry shared a piece of his own story for our State of the Synod video event. This Black History Month, as we lift up Black joy and celebrate leaders of African descent, we wanted to share Bishop Curry's story again. We give thanks to God for God's work in Bishop Curry's life. https://www.facebook.com/mcselca/videos/5340936709279671 

Remember and join in the remaining sessions of the “Celebrating Black Joy 2021” event that is being presented throughout the month by the Metropolitan Chicago Synod, in partnership with the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, led by the MCS Chapter of the African Descent Lutheran Association (ADLA), and LSTC’s Antiracism Transformation Team. Coming events include 
2/10 11:15 AM Black Joy in Faith Worship

Charles M. Straight, pastor, Faith United Methodist Church, Dolton, Ill., and president of The People’s Lobby Education Institute, will preach.

2/10 7 PM - Black Joy in Faith Keynote

“Sitting with a Beloved Ancestor: James Cone and the Complexity of Black Joy," presented by Marvin Wickware Jr., assistant professor of church and society and ethics at LSTC, and a student of James Cone.

2/15 12 PM - Black Joy through Art Lunch and Learn African-American artists from Inner-City Muslim Action Network, Young Chicago Authors, and other local connections will perform poetry, rap, music, and jokes for this interfaith, socially conscious, and personally inspiring event. Tasmeen Jamila emcees and artists include actress and singer Maggie Brown, spoken-word artist K-Love, Emmy award-winning hip-hop musician J.Kwest, Louder than a Bomb Indy Finalist Adarah Hale, comedian Preacher Moss, poet Obbie West, and spoken word artist Jason Williams.

2/18 6-7:30 PM - Black Voices of Transformation: A Virtual Spoken Word Event

2/23 7 PM - Black Joy in Community Leadership: Interview/Symposium

Presenters and guests to be announced.

2/26 7 PM - Black Joy Revival

Join the LSTC community in celebrating Black Joy in worship and word.
Register here: https://cutt.ly/Lkosh7b
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	Event/Activity
	Resources

	Feb 11, 2021, 6:30pm - 8:00pm (Central )
	“Confronting Christian Zionism as Faithful Witness”  presented by the Working Group on the Middle East
	Register by February 10th at: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcoceygrz4vGtzrgpEDjEzM8Vyn3PetcyWE  

	Feb13, 2021, 9 AM-4 PM
	Lutherdale’s Second Annual Fabric Frenzy - quality fabrics at discount prices!
	For more information visit https://www.lutherdale.org/programs/upcoming-events/ 

	June 5, 2021, 8:30 – 12:00
	Good Stewards - 33rd Annual Synod Assembly of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod, a virtual event
	For more information visit http://www.mcselca.org/assembly/

	August 3-5, 2021
	The Eleventh Triennial Convention of Women of the ELCA, Phoenix, Ariz
	For more information visit https://www.womenoftheelca.org/eleventh-triennial-convention 

	August 14, 2021
	35th Annual Lutherdale Fest Quilt Auction 
	For more information visit https://www.lutherdale.org/ 

	July 24-28, 2022
	ELCA Youth Gathering - Boundless: God Beyond Measure, Minneapolis, MN
	https://www.elca.org/YouthGathering/COVID19

	August 8- 13, 2022.
	2022 Churchwide Assembly 

Columbus, OH at the Greater Columbus Convention Center 
	For more information check 

www.elca.org 
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Mission Interpretation


Telling stories of our hands doing God’s work





Mission Memo #515








Devotion is from “SundaysandSeasons.com”
 Mission Memo 515

