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First Sunday in Lent (February 21,2021)
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On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal immersion in the death and resurrection of Christ. This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five covenants God makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as lenses through which to view baptism. First Peter connects the way God saved Noah’s family in the flood with the way God saves us through the water of baptism. The baptismal covenant is made with us individually, but the new life we are given in baptism is for the sake of the whole world..
	Readings


· Genesis 9:8-17 - The rainbow, sign of God’s covenant

· Psalm 25:1-10 - Your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and aithfulness. (Ps. 25:10)

· 1 Peter 3:18-22 - Saved through water

· Mark 1:9-15 The temptation of Jesus in the wilderness for forty days

 -----------------
The Power of Water

Water is an integral part of the created order. Water sustains and fosters life; too little or too much water can end it. A glance at the news headlines points out the destructive power of water’s presence or absence: In the United States alone, 2011 saw severe droughts afflict several parts of the country. On the opposite end of the spectrum, floods ravaged the Plains states in the spring and summer, displacing from their homes many people who live near rivers and streams. For those dwelling on or near the Eastern Seaboard, hurricane season is a tense time every year. Yet we need water as much or more than we need food, shelter, or the other “staples” of human life. Since ancient times we have established our communities near sources of water. We cannot survive long without it.

The tension between the saving and destructive powers of water fills today’s lectionary readings. The waters of the flood overwhelmed the world in the days of Noah, yet 1 Peter reminds us that God delivered Noah and his family from death. The Holy Spirit descends on Jesus only after his baptism by John, yet the Spirit immediately drives Jesus into the desert—a place defined by its lack of water. Through water and the word, in baptism our old, sinful self is put to death, and we are reborn as children of God. But the current that flows through these paradoxes is this: in death and life, in flood and drought, God remains faithful. As the psalmist reminds us, God’s mercy and steadfast love “are from everlasting.”

 -----------------------------------------
LIRS Townhall shares Administration Actions for Refugees 
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THE FIRST 30 DAYS vt

President Biden’s

Actions on Immigration
An LIRS Town Holl

February 18
4 p.m. EST



From his very first day in office, President Biden has made immigration reform a clear priority for his administration. In his initial 30 days, we have seen him sign 10 related executive orders, spanning everything from reunification of separated children and families to protection for DREAMers and the end of discriminatory travel bans. The administration’s sweeping policy proposal, called the U.S. Citizenship Act of 2021, is also soon to be introduced in Congress. The system is fundamentally shifting – and while these are powerful, encouraging steps, all of this change can be difficult to follow. 
Join Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS), the Hispanic Heritage Foundation, and the League of Latin American Citizens (LULAC) for a townhall on February 18th at 4pm EST, during which we will break down the actions of the Biden administration thus far, what they mean, and what still needs to come. Our panel of experts – including Jeremy Robbins, Executive Director of New American Economy, and Aaron Reichlin-Melnick, Policy Counsel at American Immigration Council – will discuss the implications of recent policy decisions and explore other immigration priorities that President Biden has not yet addressed. Along the way, we’ll share how you and your community can get involved in the creation of a safer, more humane, and more equitable immigration system. Click here to register.
LWR-supported coffee cooperative wins first place award
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Karagwe District Cooperative Union (KDCU), a coffee cooperative supported by Lutheran World Relief, has been announced as the first-place winner of the 2020 Tanzania Fine Coffees Competition. Taking home a certificate and trophy from the competition held in late November in Kilimanjaro, KDCU received a high cupping score of 80.44% for its Robusta coffee. A cupping score of over 80 is considered “specialty” grade.

Things were not always so fine for the KDCU cooperative. Prior to its partnership with LWR, KDCU faced several challenges in marketing its coffee and in day-to-day business operations. The cooperative was weak and operated in an unsustainable manner; its operational costs were higher than the income generated from coffee sales, and the coffee’s cupping score was very low, making it difficult to attract an international market.

LWR’s interventions brewed success for the cooperative, as well as for the individual farmers impacted by the project. Mr. Msafiri Gabagambi, a farmer from Ndama village in the Karagwe District and member of the Ndama Primary Cooperative Society, which is part of KDCU, affirms, “Ever since I started selling my coffee to KDCU in 2018, I have been receiving multiple payments. This has never happened before. For three consecutive years from 2018 to 2020, KDCU has increased the farm gate price of coffee cherry from 1,000 TZS ($.43 USD) to 1,200 TZS ($.52 USD) per kilogram. My income has increased significantly, and now I am able to meet my basic needs, send my children to school and build a new house. I am proud to be a member of KDCU.” Read more about the project here.
Celebrating Black History Month
Stories are sacred. They shape who we are and describe the people, places, and  situations from which we came. Some months back, Bishop Yehiel Curry shared a piece of his own story for our State of the Synod video event. This Black History Month, as we lift up Black joy and celebrate leaders of African descent, we wanted to share Bishop Curry's story again. We give thanks to God for God's work in Bishop Curry's life. https://www.facebook.com/mcselca/videos/5340936709279671 

Remember and join in the remaining sessions of the “Celebrating Black Joy 2021” event that is being presented throughout the month by the Metropolitan Chicago Synod, in partnership with the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, led by the MCS Chapter of the African Descent Lutheran Association (ADLA), and LSTC’s Antiracism Transformation Team. Coming events include 
2/18 6-7:30 PM - Black Voices of Transformation: A Virtual Spoken Word Event
African-American artists from Inner-City Muslim Action Network, Young Chicago Authors, and other local connections will perform poetry, rap, music and jokes for this interfaith, socially conscious and personally inspiring event. Tasmeen Jamila emcees and artists include actress and singer Maggie Brown, spoken-word artist K-Love, Emmy award-winning hip-hop musician J.Kwest, Louder than a Bomb Indy Finalist Adarah Hale, comedian Preacher Moss, poet Obbie West, and spoken word artist Jason Williams. Download the event flier.  Register here
2/23 7 PM - Black Joy in Community Leadership: Interview/Symposium

Presenters: Rev. Dr. Waltrina N. Middleton. Dr. Middleton is a passionate preacher and keynote speaker, and has shared a vision and message of faith, love and justice in diverse settings across the world. They serve as Executive Director of the Community Renewal Society. Register here
2/26 7 PM - Black Joy Revival

Join the LSTC community in celebrating Black Joy in worship and word.
Register here: https://cutt.ly/Lkosh7b
	
	Event/Activity
	Resources

	June 5, 2021, 8:30 – 12:00
	Good Stewards - 33rd Annual Synod Assembly of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod, a virtual event
	For more information visit http://www.mcselca.org/assembly/

	August 3-5, 2021
	The Eleventh Triennial Convention of Women of the ELCA, Phoenix, Ariz
	For more information visit https://www.womenoftheelca.org/eleventh-triennial-convention 

	August 14, 2021
	35th Annual Lutherdale Fest Quilt Auction 
	For more information visit https://www.lutherdale.org/ 

	July 24-28, 2022
	ELCA Youth Gathering - Boundless: God Beyond Measure, Minneapolis, MN
	https://www.elca.org/YouthGathering/COVID19

	August 8- 13, 2022.
	2022 Churchwide Assembly 

Columbus, OH at the Greater Columbus Convention Center 
	For more information check 

www.elca.org 
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Mission Interpretation


Telling stories of our hands doing God’s work





Mission Memo #516








Devotion is from “SundaysandSeasons.com”
 Mission Memo 516

