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  March 3, 2021
Third Sunday in Lent (March 7,2021)
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The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s history: the gift of the law to those God freed from slavery. The commandments begin with the statement that because God alone has freed us from the powers that oppressed us, we are to let nothing else claim first place in our lives. When Jesus throws the merchants out of the temple, he is defending the worship of God alone and rejecting the ways commerce and profit-making can become our gods. The Ten Commandments are essential to our baptismal call: centered first in God’s liberating love, we strive to live out justice and mercy in our communities and the world.
	Readings


· Exodus 20:1-17 - The commandments are given at Sinai

· Psalm 19 - The commandment of the Lord gives light to the eyes. (Ps. 19:8)

· 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 - Christ crucified, the wisdom of God

· John 2:13-22 - The cleansing of the temple

 -----------------

Clearing a Path to Worship

In the gospel for today, Jesus discovers that the temple has been turned from a place of worship into a marketplace. The predominance of the selling of animals and the exchanging of money for profit overshadow what is supposed to be the main activity in the temple, worshiping God. The vendors and moneychangers seem to be more interested in serving their own interests and greedily filling their purses with coins than in serving God and God’s people. Instead of helping people worship God, they are getting in the way. The commercialization of worship means that those who cannot afford the costs are unable to offer their worship to God, and money becomes a god more valued than the God to whom the temple was dedicated.

Jesus finds this situation unacceptable. The first commandment clearly states, “You shall have no other gods before me” (Exod. 20:3). Jesus will not allow anything, especially money, to be given more devotion than God. In addition, Jesus’ purpose in coming to earth was to take away the barriers between humans and God, so that all people might be reconciled to God through him.

John’s gospel is unique among the four gospels in that it places the story of Jesus clearing the temple at the beginning, rather than the end, of Jesus’ ministry. This placement shows how John’s gospel emphasizes that Jesus has come to replace the temple. No longer will God’s presence be confined to a place, the temple, but instead, God’s presence is now embodied in the person of Jesus. Jesus welcomes all to him, and erects no barriers or limits on who can be his follower.

 -----------------------------------------
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Devotion: What does stewardship really mean, and what does that mean to me? 
What does a steward actually do, anyway? A steward is someone who takes care of something people care about with an eye to the future. Farmers know that. That’s how they take care of their land.

This comes from the Women of the ELCA, so includes some references to specifics for WELCA, but the concepts apply well to other areas of ministry and our personal lives.
Read the devotion

 HYPERLINK "http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bjr6BBQYgphSkAg3KkRsRnefmn0Yb0KgquqUn0dbrkDj-pzZFrjKnVYbTadZEbTNTYAmKBK8fc8aRu5Sk8mXokNc30thybVK5h2iRLCeqb-jB4lWzZVid2gihK15GRSAdSfCjHNZojQW_6WfoUwnC25lBWPXYzQnPYxiMfu8Mh4KAt5GAp7DDTqB9VFImmbOjykpl-osMiAYT9EtO6P3Ku1BjGUka5TQ-ztgdzrC2t6hdT9A_sou47CTQNPsZJZ4F3IWqRFzVWc=&c=C6fuNFACltFweINzTYpUcF1DSvJ4FJZx2CkLnCKW0BQlHsVXhwiL9g==&ch=373VFWRCuat7peogh2Qa93uIGP2d2i8SZqGu-XQPxZvVyU2yUSYEaw==" \t "_blank"  and download a special PowerPoint presentation about stewardship.
A COVID Message from Bishop Eaton
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As vaccines continue to become available, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton


encourages us to continue to be vigilant, be safe, and to trust the science of the vaccines. As Christians we care for others.  Part of that is taking steps to keep ourselves and those around us safe. As Bishop Eaton says, follow the science, get vaccinated and do what is right. 
https://www.facebook.com/Lutherans/videos/489030992472979 

A Letter of Solidarity from Brazil
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In the spirit of accompaniment,  ELCA companion church Igreja Evangélica de Confissão Luterana no Brasil (IECLB) sent a gift to Lutheran Disaster Response to support our response to the winter storms in Texas. You can read an excerpt from a letter written by Mauro B. de Souza, the vice president of IECLB to Gustavo Driau, an ELCA regional representative for Latin America and the Caribbean on the Lutheran Disaster Response Blog https://blogs.elca.org/disasterresponse/ . He said “May God strengthen us all so that hearts get warmer and warmer, all over the world," We are grateful for the generosity and companionship of IECLB. We truly are part of a generous and caring world community. 
International Women’s Day is Monday, March 8!
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International Women’s Day is this coming Monday, March 8! This weekend, you and your congregation can celebrate women leaders around the world and take an offering for double the impact. Generous supporters will match your gifts to the International Women Leaders program dollar for dollar until we reach $50,000. #IWD2021  Find International Women’s Day resources here: https://elca.org/Resources/Global-Mission#Support
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Donate here: ELCA.org/SupportIWL
The entire month of March is Women’s History Month
March is Women’s History Month, a time to celebrate women and all the many contributions women have made over the centuries. Find activities

 HYPERLINK "http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bjr6BBQYgphSkAg3KkRsRnefmn0Yb0KgquqUn0dbrkDj-pzZFrjKnYlhthmwC4BDLPJsf5zNhbzxq6rulCNjvNDDONqxErLrurKeOy9m8Wsn-BqzlNWQP6zwNKzUtPGqxA8vIzRjlAYlETq5307XSlNhPWbVsjEc&c=C6fuNFACltFweINzTYpUcF1DSvJ4FJZx2CkLnCKW0BQlHsVXhwiL9g==&ch=373VFWRCuat7peogh2Qa93uIGP2d2i8SZqGu-XQPxZvVyU2yUSYEaw==" \t "_blank"  to help you celebrate with the women and girls in your life. Read a 2020 blog about how one Women of the ELCA staff member celebrated the month.
LIRS Offers new Resources

Check out our new digital hub with prayers for immigrants and refugees. This is a place for people of faith to honor the journey of the migrant and the refugee. Join us in seeking to understand the global realities that our migrant brothers and sisters face and lifting them up in prayer. Visit the prayer center.
Interested in Bible studies, devotions, volunteer opportunities, and other congregational campaigns? Check out the LIRS resource library for more ways to welcome the stranger and show God’s love to our newest neighbors.
	
	Event/Activity
	Resources

	June 5, 2021, 8:30 – 12:00
	Good Stewards - 33rd Annual Synod Assembly of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod, a virtual event
	For more information visit http://www.mcselca.org/assembly/

	August 3-5, 2021
	The Eleventh Triennial Convention of Women of the ELCA, Phoenix, Ariz
	For more information visit https://www.womenoftheelca.org/eleventh-triennial-convention 

	August 14, 2021
	35th Annual Lutherdale Fest Quilt Auction 
	For more information visit https://www.lutherdale.org/ 

	July 24-28, 2022
	ELCA Youth Gathering - Boundless: God Beyond Measure, Minneapolis, MN
	https://www.elca.org/YouthGathering/COVID19

	August 8- 13, 2022.
	2022 Churchwide Assembly 

Columbus, OH at the Greater Columbus Convention Center 
	For more information check 

www.elca.org 
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Mission Interpretation


Telling stories of our hands doing God’s work





Mission Memo #518








Devotion is from “SundaysandSeasons.com”
 Mission Memo 518

