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  March 9, 2021
Fourth Sunday in Lent (March 14,2021)
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 The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise God makes to Moses: those who look on the bronze serpent will live. In today’s gospel Jesus says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to him in faith will live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can look to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.
	Readings


· Numbers 21:4-9 - The lifting up of the serpent

· Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 - You deliver your people from their distress. (Ps. 107:19)

· Ephesians 2:1-10 - Saved by grace through faith for good works

· John 3:14-21 - The lifting up of the Son of Man

 -----------------

The Cosmic Love of God

The prologue of John’s gospel begins with the story of creation, connecting the Word that became flesh in Jesus with the bringing forth of life and all things. Then, as the gospel continues, the testimony of John the Baptist is shared, which continues to point the reader to Jesus’ significance for the whole world, not only one group or people. John, upon seeing Jesus approach him in the wilderness, declares “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29). The Gospel of John highlights the cosmic reach of Jesus and the purpose for which Jesus was sent. God loves the whole world, not just part of it. And God loves us, all of us. God’s purpose in sending Jesus is “that the world might be saved through him” (John 3:17).

Our world and our lives include darkness and sin, evil and brokenness. But God’s love for us and for the world is complete, passionate, and sacrificial. God is not willing to settle for part of the world, or for some of us. Instead of condemning all that is not pleasing, God gave God’s own son, lifted up on the cross, so that all might have the possibility of eternal life. The light of God’s love shining down from the cross demonstrates the totality of God’s love and proclaims God’s desire to transform the dark places in this world into places of light, healing, and salvation.

 -----------------------------------------
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On Thursday, March 4, LIRS joined forces with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and Lutheran Services in America to send a letter to Congress in support of the United States Citizenship Act of 2021, the Biden administration's plan for comprehensive immigration reform.
The letter was signed by 568 faith leaders across the 50 states, Washington D.C. and Puerto Rico, including 52 bishops, Presiding Bishop of the ELCA Reverend Elizabeth A. Eaton, and Chair of the Conference of Bishops of the ELCA Bishop Tracie Bartholomew.
“Guided by our faith values and biblical teachings, we believe that immigration policies must prioritize and honor the God-given dignity of each person, especially those who live on the margins of society,” the letter. “In view of a new opportunity to make fair and compassionate transformations to our nation’s broken immigration system, we call on Congress to come together around a long overdue solution that reflects our shared values as a nation.”
Click here for the letter
There is also a link to the LIRS Action Center where you can contact your members of Congress on the issue.
Louise Johnson named Executive for Administration 
CHICAGO (March 3, 2021) – Louise N. Johnson, a pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), has been elected by the ELCA Church Council as the executive for administration, a position that is coterminous with the term of the presiding bishop. She begins in this role on March 15, 2021.

Johnson most recently served as the Director of Leadership Development for LEAD, a leadership development non-profit of the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod of the ELCA. Prior to her work with LEAD, she served as the fourteenth president of Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa where she led the seminary to its largest fundraising and enrollment years in the history of the school. Johnson has also held several senior level roles at Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia and has served congregations in a variety of roles in Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa and Pennsylvania.
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The Response Continues 

Just over a year ago a series of deadly tornadoes swept across Middle Tennessee. These tornadoes caused 26 deaths and over 300 injuries and damaged hundreds of homes. Partnered with Lutheran Disaster Response,  Inspiritus and Southeastern Synod ELCA responded immediately, preparing over 1,000 meals to serve to disaster survivors and offering initial debris removal. 

Over the past year, Inspiritus has carried out long-term recovery work in the Nashville area. Highlights include clearing 7 ½ miles of roads for residents, repairing 95 homes, and providing case management for 16 households. Although volunteering looked different this year - smaller groups and physical distancing - 218 volunteers safely assisted in recovery efforts.

However, the work is not complete and partners like Inspiritus will stay until the job is done. Because of generous supporters, Lutheran Disaster Response continues to accompany survivors on the road to recovery. Thank you!

March is Women’s History Month
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During Women’s History Month we honor and commemorate the many ways women have shaped history. In her message, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton  reminds us that at this time we also recommit ourselves to the work of gender justice and working to seek justice and equity for all.
ELCA World Hunger - New resource alert! 

This year’s Vacation Bible School program focuses on the importance of water and  how ELCA World Hunger works with global neighbors on clean water projects. You can download or order a copy at elca.org/hunger/resources#vbs
At-home adaptations are coming soon!

	
	Event/Activity
	Resources

	June 5, 2021, 8:30 – 12:00
	Good Stewards - 33rd Annual Synod Assembly of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod, a virtual event
	For more information visit http://www.mcselca.org/assembly/

	August 3-5, 2021
	The Eleventh Triennial Convention of Women of the ELCA, Phoenix, Ariz
	For more information visit https://www.womenoftheelca.org/eleventh-triennial-convention 

	August 14, 2021
	35th Annual Lutherdale Fest Quilt Auction 
	For more information visit https://www.lutherdale.org/ 

	July 24-28, 2022
	ELCA Youth Gathering - Boundless: God Beyond Measure, Minneapolis, MN
	https://www.elca.org/YouthGathering/COVID19

	August 8- 13, 2022.
	2022 Churchwide Assembly 

Columbus, OH at the Greater Columbus Convention Center 
	For more information check 

www.elca.org 


[image: image2.wmf] 

[image: image3.wmf] 

[image: image4.wmf] 

[image: image5.wmf] 

[image: image6.wmf] 

[image: image7.wmf] 

[image: image8.wmf] 

[image: image9.wmf] 

[image: image10.wmf] 

[image: image11.wmf] 

[image: image12.wmf] 

[image: image13.wmf] 

[image: image14.wmf] 

[image: image15.wmf] 

[image: image16.wmf] 

[image: image17.wmf] 

[image: image18.wmf] 

[image: image19.wmf] 


Mission Interpretation


Telling stories of our hands doing God’s work





Mission Memo #519








Devotion is from “SundaysandSeasons.com”
 Mission Memo 519

