Metropolitan Chicago Synod
Working Group on the Middle East
Convener: Rev. Joanne Fifzgerald

For more information: pastormom97@sbcglobal.nef

Look here for more information about:
The ACT Palestine Prayer Vigik:

www.actpglestineforum.org/vigil

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the
Holy Land (ELCJHL}):

www glcihl.org

The ELCA’s Peace Not Walls campaign:
www elca.org/peacenotwalls

Peace
NOT WALLS

Stand for Justiee e e Hely Land .I Proyers for Pe qace i N

Palestine and Israel

AR ' . .
fs 'é-.::? Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ’ International Prayer Vigil on the 24t of Every Month

k<
Z  God'swork. Our hands.




Leader 1: Let us pray for the pedce of Jerusalem, of Israel, and
of Palestine. :

L1: O God, source of all goodness and compassion . . .

L2: Where people live with suspicion andfear; uncertainty and
upheav al as their constant:companions,

Congregation (C): grant that your.holy and life -giving Spiit may
move among us, breaking down walls that divide, giving light
and courage fo the refugee and fthe most vuinerable in sociely,
and ushering inthe day that all may live In safety and security.

L1: God of hope . ..

L2: When hearts are discourdged and ired, w here political
prisoners are separated from their loved ones, when husbands
and wives dre not permitted to live together in Jerusalem
because of unjust laws; when whole families despair because
they hav e been forced outof their homes,

C: grantthat your love and life-susiaining power willflow,
encouraging, energlzdng, freeing, unifing and proteciing all your
chlldren who siruggle to keep hope alive.

L}t: O God, our creator., ;.

L2: Where unemployment is staggeringly high, where many have
difficult access to medical care and basic necessities, where
land and w ater and other resources are takenillegally,

C: reveal your jusiice and life -preserving grace o us, opening
our eyes, inspiring leaders to work for the common good.
Embolden advocates and activists to speak kruth to power.
Strengthen teachers, soclal workers, pastors and bishops,
scientists and lawyers, farmers and laborers, and all who help in
the delivery of humanitarian services to ensure thateveryone
may enjoy a fair portion of the abundance of the earth.

L1: God of peace...

L2: Where there is reliance.on the force of arms to frighten, harm
or subjugate a neighbor, where children cannot walk to school
without the threat of being attacked along the way, w here
farmers cannot harv est their crops without being harassed,

C: grant that your righteousness and life-affirming presence be
proclaimed, challenging Israells and Palesfinians fo follow a
nonviolent path foward the end of the occupation, agitaling for
the protection of human rights, and comforling those whose lives
have been dafflicted by abuse and violence.

L1: God of reconciliation. ..

L2: Where relationships are broken, where people are isolated —
fromeach other and also from goods and services that alleviate
suffering — and w here political processes meant to restore
dignity produce cynicism and anger,

C: grantthat your mercy and life -restoring steadfastness may
astound us, animating in us an eagerness fo forgive and be
forgiven. Empower individuals, communities, and nafions fo be
generous and tenderhearted. Bless Palestinians and Israelis who
dare to take risks for peace. Gulde and refresh all those who
accompany them.

Help the Palesliniansio see the image of Godin the Israelis and
the Israelisto see the image of God in the Paleslinians, so that
they can accept each other's humanity and mutually recognize
each other’s civil, religious, politicd and nafionalrights in order
to live in their states in peace based on juslice, reconciliation
and forgiveness.

L1: All this, and everything else that is needed for wholeness in
the Holy Land, we pray, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

'~ C: Amen.



