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Dear Sisters in Christ,
It’s July! WOW, what a ride we have had during the last 17 months!  It’s been like Ground Hog Day on a loop feed.  Last year our convention was virtual, so we did not have a business meeting.  The SWO board is looking forward to being in person this year and conducting needed business as well as being inspired by community, speakers, worship, and the Holy Spirit.  
This is my last letter as your president.  It has been an honor to serve.  I never expected to be the president of Metro Chicago SWO.  I’ve been doing some reflecting as I have thought about what I wanted to say to you.  How did I get here is the question I have asked myself?
The answer is: I was invited.  It began with an invitation to a Christmas party for the Eunice Circle at my church (I don’t remember the year).  It felt so good to be invited and being with the small group of women gathered in Anna’s home was lovely.  I began attending the Eunice Circle meetings after that, and at some point, not long after that first meeting, I became the chairperson for the circle. At some point along the way, Dixie Downes invited us to attend the Metro Chicago SWO convention.  It was great!  I fell in love with Maya Works and their mission and loved the speaker and workshops. I kept coming back. 
In 2007, I retired from my position with Chicago Public Schools.  In 2008, I attended my first Triennial Gathering in Salt Lake City. The theme was, “Come to the Waters”.  One of the featured speakers was Joan Chittister.  She inspired me then and continues to do so.  In September when our unit was deciding who would stand for what office, I found myself saying that I was willing to be the president of our unit.  This time I felt it was the Holy Spirit that invited me.  I changed a few things in the way things were being done in hopes of attracting more members.  I think there was some success, but not everyone welcomed the changes.  In 2014 I was nominated (by Dixie) to stand for a SWO board position.  I have been on the board for seven years now and I have met so many wonderful and inspiring women.  I continued attending the Triennial Gatherings and then attended the convention as a delegate under the leadership of Nicki Draves.    
Cont’d on page 10
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Greetings in the name of our Creator, in the name of Jesus, Savior of all. We speak to you all today on behalf of the Indigenous people throughout North Americas. We come with sad hearts at the news of 215+ children of the Kamloops Residential School whose remains were recently found in a mass grave and of the children of the Rosebud Sioux whose bodies were returned to their homeland this past week. They are being remembered by many by the color orange.

The color orange is symbolic and came from the inspiration of a survivor of that era, Phyllis Webstad, who stated that when she was a 6-year-old girl arriving at a residential boarding school, she was stripped of her clothes which included a new orange t-shirt her grandmother had gifted her and was never given back. The orange shirt/color now symbolizes how the church and the schools they administered took away the Indigenous identity of the children in their care.

In honor and memory of the children of the First Nations people and of our Native children who never made it home, and for those still living the nightmare imposed on them as children of Canada and the United States we humbly ask our brothers and sisters of the church to hang an orange banner in the sanctuaries of your churches for 225 days. In remembrance and lament of each child that was thrown into those graves, and those yet to be discovered we honor each of their lives.

Please grieve with us and remember us as the Indigenous people of this land who are going through a very sad and heartbreaking time in our collective psyche. We invite all our Christian brothers and sisters, in solidarity with us, to honor all our First Nations and our Native children that never made it out of residential schools by hanging an orange banner for 225 days.

We now call on the Church to acknowledge and confess its complicity in all the atrocities committed against the Indigenous peoples of North America and throughout the world where western Christianity colonized Indigenous peoples. Please stand in partnership with us for the children.

The true history of the western church in America has been participation in acts of ethnic cleansing, genocide through warfare including biological and chemical, sterilization, depletion of our main food source, the taking of land and resources for personal gains. We ask you, the ELCA Church and Bishops Church leaders and congregations to support our people in remembering the children.

Cont’d on page 10
Message From The American Indian Alaska Native Lutheran Association


[image: ]










[bookmark: _Hlk45775120]Recap of the 32nd Annual Lutheran/Catholic Morning of Dialogue and Prayer


The altar at St. Bartholomew’s
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While our attendance was not as large as it has been in the past, the morning was enjoyed by all those who attended. Be sure to watch for details of our 2022 Lutheran/Catholic morning and plan to attend. 


Pr. Lindsay Mack
Homilist

[image: A picture containing wall, person, indoor  Description automatically generated]
Sharon Pawula, MRE
Keynote Speaker
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The last event our Synodical Women’s Organization held before the stay-in-place order was issued last year was our annual Morning of Dialogue and Prayer with our sisters from the Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women (ACCW), and we were delighted that we were able to join together this year on Saturday, April 17 at St. Bartholomew’s parish in Chicago as our first event post-pandemic.  Because the parishes of the Archdiocese of Chicago are holding worship services, we were able to gather inside the church for our program and worship service.

The chosen theme was Women Together in Service.  The day opened with a welcome extended by Joan Billingham, President of ACCW, and Linda Miranda, President of SWO.  

The recipient of our offering was The Well of Mercy, and Mary Zeiem, Director, presented a description of the organization.  They provide abused single mothers and their children a communal living program which supports them as they work to build a better future for themselves and their family.  Well of Mercy offers these families a safe and secure place to call home, free in-home daycare, weekly counseling, career mentoring and job placement services.

Our keynote speaker was Sharon Pawula, MRE, who was Director of Religious Education at St. Mary Parish in Buffalo Grove for 20 years and now presents retreats.  The prayer service was facilitated by ACCW Vice-President of Event Planning, Ann Baikie, and the homily was offered by the Rev. Lindsay Mack, Pastor of Luther Memorial Lutheran Church in the Lincoln Square neighborhood of Chicago.

Beverly and her late husband Richard have been longtime volunteers and donors with LSSI, as well as many other Lutheran organizations. Beverly, a resident of Buffalo Grove, has been a member of the Women’s Network of LSSI for over 30 years, including serving as its chair. The Network supports and strengthens the mission of LSSI through education, fundraising and advocacy. She also served on LSSI’s Board of Directors. Richard, who retired as a partner with Hewitt Associates in 1995, was a member of LSSI’s Cornerstone Trustees and was named an Honorary Life Trustee. Both he and his wife are members of LSSI’s Cornerstone Society, which recognizes individuals who have remembered LSSI in their estate plans. Combined, the Moodys have given decades of volunteer and philanthropic support to Lutheran Social Services of Illinois.

“Over the years, the Moodys’ leadership, hands-on volunteering, and generosity have had a significant impact on the children, adults, and seniors our organization services throughout Illinois,” said Mark Stutrud, President and CEO. “They exemplify LSSI’s mission of responding to the Gospel to bring healing, justice, and wholeness to people and communities.”

“It has been an honor and a privilege for my dear late husband and me to serve alongside so many wonderful volunteers of The Women’s Network and the Cornerstone Foundation,” Beverly Moody said regarding the award announcement. “This award is especially meaningful to me as it represents the many true friends and dedicated volunteers that have helped raise funds for the past 40 years through this Amicus Certus event to support the impressive, life-changing programs of LSSI. “

The 2021 Amicus Certus Celebration will take place virtually with small group celebrations around the state. Proceeds from the event will benefit LSSI’s Children’s Community Services programs. For more information regarding the event, contact Mariah.Heinz@LSSI.org.
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Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI), one of the largest statewide human services organizations, based in Des Plaines, will honor Beverly Moody and the life of her husband, Richard Moody, with the True Friend Award at its 40th Annual Amicus Certus Celebration in October 2021. The Moodys are longtime donors and volunteers with LSSI.

Since 1981, LSSI has given the True Friend Award annually to individuals or organizations that have made significant contributions to the human community by giving of themselves. Former Amicus Certus Honorees include Ginger Zee, ABC News Chief Meteorologist; Paul Simon, former United States Senator from Illinois; Millard Fuller, founder of Habitat for Humanity; Orion Samuelson, WGN broadcaster; and author Walt Wangerin, to name a few.
Lutheran Social Services of Illinois to Honor Longtime Donors and Volunteers Beverly Moody and the late Richard Moody at Fall Gala





Tuesday Prayer at Noon


Thankoffering Service for the Women of the ELCA

I think most of us are aware of the financial challenges facing Women of the ELCA churchwide organization.  Donations have been declining over the years and took an even larger drop during Covid 19 and the inability of our units and Synodical Organizations to meet as we normally do. Many churches are just returning to 
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in-person worship and hence, there have been very few Thankoffering services held in our synod for almost 18 months.

Our SWO board would like to offer a synod wide Thankoffering.  This will be a virtual experience and we would love to have you join us.  The board has chosen to hold this service on Saturday, August 28, 2021, and we will begin at 10 a.m.  There will be a link available with the Zoom invitation to make an online Thankoffering donation.

We chose this date because it is near the beginning of the schools opening again, and hopefully all of our churches will have reopened in some fashion by then.  As difficult as this pandemic has been for all of us, I’m sure we can all find something to be thankful for.

I invite you to review a new Thankoffering resource created in 2020, Giving Thanks to God—All Day, Every Day. This resource suggests short prayers of thanksgiving that women can use any time during the day as they set aside Thankofferings since the ordinary blessings of daily life call us to gratitude. Here is the link to the resource https://www.womenoftheelca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Thankoffering.Everyday.pdf

I hope you will use this resource for daily thanks and then plan to join all of your Metro Chicago Synodical Sisters in Christ as we join our prayers together in thanks to our God and savior.
THANKOFFERING SERVICE
August 28, 2021
10 am



We are so excited to be able to meet in person for our convention this year!  Our Vice-President, Gloria Green, has been working diligently on the logistics of this event.  Thanks to her, we are privileged to have Valora Starr as our keynote speaker, and Rev. Dr. M. Wyvetta Bullock as our homilist.  Valora will also be facilitating a workshop on our convention theme of “Believing in the Promises of God”.  

In-Kind Gifts – We invite you to bring non-perishable food items to the convention.  The food will be donated to Tinley Park Food Pantry, located at 6875 173rd PL, Tinley Park, IL 60477.  This pantry is supported by Zion Lutheran, our host church.  The pantry serves the areas of Tinley Park and Orland Hills. 

Offering – The offering collected through the online registration or during the worship service on the day of the convention will be given to Women of the ELCA.  Traditionally the churchwide office receives half of the offering and the other half is given in support of an organization that connects with one of our presenters. Since Valora Starr works for the churchwide Women of the ELCA it seems fitting that the entire offering be given to them this year.  If you will be giving your offering during the worship service and would like to write a check, please make it out to Metro Chicago SWO. 

Friday Night – Many of the board members plan to stay over-night at the La Quinta Hotel. A room is $125 per night.  It includes a free breakfast and access to their exercise room (because we all want to do that!), pool and Jacuzzi.  Their address is 7255 W. 183rd, Tinley Park, IL 60477.  They can be reached at 708-633-1200.  Please let us know if you plan to stay Friday night and we will find a place for us to have dinner together.  Send an email to mcswopres@gmail.com to be counted in for dinner.
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The Rev. Dr. M. Wyvetta Bullock
Homilist
The Rev. Dr. M. Wyvetta Bullock served as Assistant to the Presiding Bishop/Executive for Administration, in the Office of the Presiding Bishop from 2007 until 2021.  Prior to serving in that position, she served as Executive for Leadership Development and Executive Director for the Division for Congregational Ministries.  
Valora K Starr, director for discipleship, has been with Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, since its inception in 1988 and began churchwide ministry in evangelism and stewardship with the former American Lutheran Church Luther League-youth ministries staff in 1983.  
[bookmark: _Hlk78460692][bookmark: _Hlk78460693][bookmark: _Hlk78460694][bookmark: _Hlk78460695][bookmark: _Hlk78460696][bookmark: _Hlk78460697]Valora K. Starr
Keynote Speaker
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Believing in the Promises of God
October 2, 2019
8:30 am – 3:30 pm
Zion Lutheran Church
17100 69th Ave, Tinley Park, IL 60477
708-532-1600
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Metro-Chicago Synodical Women’s Organization 2021 Convention

Registration for 2021 SWO Convention     
 “Believing in the Promises of God” 
October 2, 2021, Zion Lutheran Church
17100 69th Ave, Tinley Park, IL 60477
708-532-1600
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This form is to be used by both delegates and participants. Please duplicate as needed.  All are welcome to attend even if you do not have a women's organization in your congregation. Check-in will begin at 8:30 am with coffee and treats available.

DELEGATE INFORMATION:  Each congregation is to choose one woman who is willing to prayerfully participate in the business meeting and be willing to share information and inspiration from the day with her congregation.  She will sit in the Delegate Section during the business meeting.

CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM

CONGREGATION NAME & CITY
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
YOUR NAME:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
HOME ADDRESS:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET                                                                                   CITY                                               STATE                   ZIP
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
ARE YOU A DELEGATE: Y_____ N_____PAYMENT AMOUNT ENCLOSED____________________________________
			
Registration Fee 
$25.00 – Registration received on or before September 7
$30.00 – Registration received after September 7
$35.00 – Registration at the door 

You may also register and pay online here: Online Registration and Payment 
   
If you are in need of a scholarship please email Linda Miranda at mcswopres@gmail.com by September 1.

 ☐	I am interested in child care – If yes, your registration must be received on or before September 1. 
Number of children___________ Ages_________________ Please bring a lunch for your child/children.

 ☐   	I have enclosed my registration and $________________to assist someone else.

 ☐        Lunch will be served, please note any special dietary requests.

Vegetarian ____Gluten free ____Dairy free____Other_________________________

INSTRUCTIONS: 1. Complete the registration form above. 2. Mail registration form and check (made out to Metro Chicago SWO) to Sandie Schlauch, 7803 Palma Lane, Morton Grove, IL 60053, no later than September 24th.





Display Tables at the 2021 SWO ConventionI am eagerly anticipating our 2021 In-person convention on October 2 at Zion Lutheran Church in Tinley Park.  One of the things I always enjoy is visiting the various display tables hosted by our partners in ministry.  I have invited sixteen organizations to participate.  Replies are still coming in, but so far, I've had positive responses from ELCA World Hunger, Mission Investment Fund, Lutheran Social Services of Illinois Women's Network, ELCA Credit Union, Mission Interpreters, Diakonia and Gifts of the World.  This is a wonderful opportunity to get lots of detailed information, get answers to your questions, learn how you can serve, and also to purchase unique, fair-trade items (Christmas is coming)!    I hope to see you on October 2nd.

--Bonnie Lopez
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Webmistress Needed!

Brooke Petersen, MDiv, LCPC, PhD began her career as a pastor in the ELCA.  Now, a Licensed as a Clinical Professional Counselor (LCPC) in Illinois, she has significant experience in addressing spiritual concerns as well as religious difficulty and religious trauma.  She has specific training in Narrative, Client-Centered, Family Systems and Self Psychology methods.
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We are excited to announce that Brooke Petersen will present our second workshop which will deal with the issue of suicide.  In addition to being a Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor (LCPC) she is also an ordained pastor of the ELCA.
Second Workshop Announced
[image: A person typing on a computer  Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
We are living in a digital world.  As such, we created a website to meet those needs. It certainly helps us in our mission to move forward with helping our Metro Chicago SWO in its mission to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action.  While we had a great start with our virtual convention last year, we want to improve and update the website to keep current.

Our current webmistress, Stephnie Valdes, does not have the time to continue to update and work with the current website alone.  In order to continue, it would be wonderful if one or more people could assist with the website.  The website is hosted by wix.com, which is a template- based system that has tutorials and help. 

This would not be an elected position, but the volunteers would be invited to participate in meetings in order to update the website as needed.   To learn about how to create and maintain a website and assist Stephnie, please contact her at stephnie.valdes@gmail.com.



Many Tribal nations have had church groups offer apologies on behalf of their ancestors, which is well and good, but that only serves to assuage any feelings of guilt or shame for them and does not bring about true repentance. So in light of these past gestures, we call upon the churches serving in the United States to advocate the U.S. Government to fully acknowledge all the atrocities it has committed against the indigenous peoples of this land now known as the United States of America and for the future of Christianity in Indian Country.

Wopila In Christ,

Pr.Joann Conroy, President		Pr.Manuel Ratamoza, Vice President
Pr.Will Voss, Treasurer		Kelly Sherman-Conroy Ph.D. Candidate, Secretary 
Pr .Larry Thiele, Incorporator	Patterson Yazzie
Loni Whitford				Vicar Jonathan Old Horse 
Pr. Jack Russel			Amanda Straw

(Letter shared with permission)
Message From The American Indian Alaska Native 
Lutheran Association (Cont’d)
Eleventh Triennial Convention
The Eleventh Triennial Convention is now being held virtually 
August 3-5, 2021. 

For the latest updates on the convention visit 

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/eleventh-triennial-convention
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And here we are today.  Who will you invite to join this organization at your church unit or the synod level?  Has someone invited you?  Is the Holy Spirit calling you?  These are challenging days in the church and for our women’s organization.  We need new leaders.  I return to my thoughts from my first president’s letter:  We need each other. We can lift each other up.  We can stand back-to-back and not be defeated.  We can braid ourselves together and not be broken! (My thoughts were based on Ecclesiastes 4:9-12).  I will continue to stand with you in prayer and in person.  

I found this note written in my Seventh Triennial Gathering program book: The love of God will not take you where the Grace of God cannot keep you.   Love and grace await you. Come to the waters!

Your sister in Christ,

Linda Miranda, President
Metro-Chicago SWO
President’s Letter (Cont’d)

Subscription Form for The Word
Newsletter of the Metro Chicago Synodical Women’s Organization



Date__________________

(Please check the appropriate box.)

□ PERSONAL SUBSCRIPTION			□ CHURCH SUBSCRIPTION

Name___________________________________Phone #_______________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________

City_____________________________________State__________Zip_____________________

□  I prefer to receive my copy of “The Word” via electronic mail (no charge)

Email Address__________________________________________________________________
(Please complete the top part as well.)

Church Membership (for personal subscriptions)______________________________________

City__________________________________________________________________________

New__________  Renewal____________ ($5.00/year – 2 issues, printed copy sent via US mail) Make your check payable to  Metro Chicago SWO (write Newsletter on the memo line)

Please send your subscription form and check to the Editor as well as any address or email 
changes.       

Linda Miranda 
2722 W Leland Ave #2 
Chicago, IL 60625

mcswopres@gmail.com
773-332-1457	




SWO Board MembersNAME
PHONE
EMAIL
CHURCH
Linda Miranda
President
773-332-1457
mcswopres@gmail.com
Luther Memorial Lutheran 
Chicago
Gloria Green
Vice President
773-879-6694
gdjhg51@yahoo.com
Bethel Lutheran
Chicago
Bonnie Lopez
Secretary
847-299-8534
felixbon@aol.com
Holy Trinity Lutheran
Glenview
Sandra Schlauch
Treasurer
847-966-4871
sas1946@comcast.net
Trinity Lutheran
Evanston
Cheryl Dickinson
630-788-0797
cheryl_dickinson@att.net
St. Mark’s Lutheran
Aurora
Carol Ika President
773-600-3702
carolpresident@ymail.com
Shekinah Chapel
Riverdale
Stephnie Valdes
814-823-3854
stephnie.valdes@gmail.com
Trinity United Lutheran
Waukegan
Kathleen West
773-505-2679
kathleen_west@sbcglobal.net
Resurrection Lutheran
Chicago












Thank You!
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As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and the world.



A big shout out to the people who have made this newsletter look great and easy to read in the Mail Chimp format. Linda Khoury has shared her formatting skills over the seven years that I have been doing the newsletter, Jayne Noelle Shimko has helped us make the transition to Mail Chimp and Jessica Hallam helps me create the registration forms.  These gals are members of Luther Memorial Church in Chicago. THANK YOU FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART.💕

--Linda Miranda
Did you know that Metro Chicago SWO has a private Facebook group? Search “Metro Chicago SWO” and request to be added to the group.  Also, if you haven’t already, “Like” us on Facebook.
August 21, 2021 	Via Zoom	10:00 A.M.
All are welcome to attend.  If you would like to know how we operate and make decisions or maybe you would like to become a member at some point, please consider joining us.

Next SWO Board Meeting
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NOMINATION FORM FOR 2021 METRO CHICAGO SWO BOARD POSITIONS

 

Please complete this Nomination Form for officers and board members to the Metro Chicago Synodical 

Women’s Organization.  Please prayerfully consider names to be submitted for 

nomination.

 

Positions for which nominations are being sought for the 2021

-

22 SWO Board are as follows.

 

President 

-

2 year term

 

 

Vice President 

–

 

1

 

year term

 

 

    

Secretary 

–

 

2 year term

 

Treasurer 

–

 

2 year term (begins 2/1/22)  

 

 

 

2

-

3 board members for 1 or 

2 year terms

 

CIRCLE

 

positions for which the nominee is willing to serve.  

The nominee must consent to serve if selected 

and understands her responsibilities.  Nominations must be submitted by 

September 20, 2021.

 

President

 

 

Vice President

 

 

Secretary

 

 

Treasu

rer

 

 

Board Member

 

Name of the Nominee

 

Home Address

 

 

Congregation/City

 

 

Preferred Phone____________________________Email____________________________________________

 

Age range (circle)   20

-

24

 

25

-

37

 

 

38

-

50

 

 

51

-

64

 

 

65+

 

Ethnic Heritage (circle) Africa

n

-

American

 

Asian

 

Lat

in

a

 

     

Native American

 

      

White

 

        

Other

 

Please list all experience in the following areas beginning with the most recent:

 

Women of the ELCA (congregational unit, synod, churchwide)

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 

 

Community (offices, volunteer services and/or responsibilities for local, state, national or international 

organizations) __________________________________________

____________________________________

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 

 

Submitted by __________________________________________, Nominator  Date

______________________________

 

I agree to have my name submitted as a nominee for the position of __________________________________________

 

to the 2021

-

23 Board of the Metro Chicago SWO __________________________________________________________

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sign

ature of nominee

 

 

Return form to: Linda Miranda, 2722 W Leland Ave #2, Chicago, IL 60625
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